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Campus dresses up for schoolwide dance
JORI GREGORIO
STAFF WRITFR

Last weekend, the USD
Sports Center was abuzz with
flappers, ghosts, monsters, nurses
and many more Halloween crea
tures. The occasion was the All
Students Organization Hallow
een Dance, running Halloween
Eve from 8 p.m. to midnight.
Every USD student was invited
to the event, which featured food,
music, games and a scary movie.
"It was great because it
reached out to the entire campus,
which really helps get all different
kinds of people involved," senior
Megan McGurk said.
"I think it was a huge success
because students of all grades and
members of so many groups all
came together. Plus it was a ton
of fun."
At the entrance to the dance,
students were encouraged to stick
their hands in different bowls con
taining various surprises. Bowls
of spaghetti alluded to human
brains and gummy worms acted
as intestines. There was even a
Dance Dance Revolution set up
for energetic students
The idea was originated last
April by Jaclyn Miller, vice presi
dent for Panhellenic, and Michael
Mackie, vice president of Interfraternity Council.
They wanted to have a dance
available to all members of Greek
life in an attempt to bring the
different Greek organizations to
gether.
With support from the Health

STAFF WRITER

"The world we have created
is our own creation," said Woman
PeaceMaker Marta Benavides, of
El Salvador, during an informal
interview in the Joan B. Kroc In
stitute for Peace and Justice.
On Oct. 13, Marta, an or
dained pastor and pepper-haired
activist, educated IPJ audience
members on her efforts towards
sustainability of land and resourc
es in Nahuizalco, El Salvador.
Nahuizalco, a town west
of El Salvador, is home to the
remaining members of the indig
enous culture that was essentially
destroyed in massacres during the
1930's. According to Benavides,
after seeing the destruction that
killed 80,000 people, she decided
to educate the community on the
importance of surviving off of
nature without destroying it.
Benavides'
sustainability
project for social transformation
in Nahuizalco was initiated by the
development of The Ecological
House, a low income home where
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MBA program
recognized for
responsibility
JOHN NOERENBERG III

STAFF WRITER

MICHELLE CUNNANE /THE VISTA
DJ Fergie Ferg pumped up the crowd of costumed students at the All Campus Halloween Dance.

Center, the Multicultural Center
and the Sports Center, the All
Greek Dance quickly became the
All School Dance.
The entire basketball court
was transformed into a dance
floor for the event. Students got
their groove on to DJ Fergie Ferg,
who was described by senior
Jack Williams as, "the best DJ
around."
"He DJ's lots of events for
the school, which is awesome
because he is actually a student of
USD," Williams said.
The music and costumes were
accentuated with Glo Sticks and
Halloween stickers were given
out to students at the entrance.

When students got tired of danc
ing they could snack on pizza and
sip Gatorade or water out by the
pool.
Elite Security was hired to
watch over students and assist
USD security with any problems.
In addition, each sorority and fra
ternity provided a "safety squad"
member to watch over students.
Junior Rachal Horgan acted
as the safety squad for Kappa
Alpha Theta and said of the dance,
"I was surprised to see such a
diverse group of people there. I
imagmed that it would be filled
with mainly freshmen, but a good
number of upperclassmen were
there as well. Personally I had a

great time and didn't really have
to deal with too many problems."
Delta Tau Delta President
Chad Black said he was pleased
with the event. "I couldn't have
had a better time. I came as a
member of the safety squad. The
music was sick, but there really
weren't many problems. I think
that anyone who came really had
a good time and appreciated all
the work that went into putting it
on," he said.
At the beginning of the
dance, DJ Fergie Ferg grabbed
the mic and shouted, "I promise
this will be the best night of your
life!" For many of the students in
attendance, he called it perfectly.

Woman PeaceMaker works to protect the earth
JESSICA TISHUE

INDEX

she taught the indigenous culture
ecological ways to care for the
land. The Ecological House has
recycling displays and both food
and medicine gardens, along with
a sewing cooperative.
Benavides taught possibili
ties without funds, working off
of donations from a Circle of
Love project. She trained the
indigenous community to tend
the gardens so they would learn
to harvest their own. She also
taught sewing lessons on donated
sewing machines, so members of
the community could make their
own clothes.
"With our recent recession
and the now high cost of goods
such as fruit, it would be ben
eficial to learn to grow our own
gardens like the community of
Nahuizalco, and go back to sim
plicity," said Elena Rosenberg, a
current USD student.
Benavides' sustainability ef
forts are not limited to resource
fulness with the land; they include
living together with vitality and
mutuality, art, beauty, music and
dance.

According to Benavides, her
inspiration and spirituality were
encouraged by her parents, who
fought the challenging conditions
they had in El Salvador. Her par
ents motivated her to be inspired
as a young child living in the
Capital city.
During the interview, Marta
recalled the words of her mother,
who motivated her to follow the
path of activism.
"We create how we live," her
mother said.
According to Benavides,
she believes in inspiring people
to make the best with what they
have.
She said to IPJ audience
members, "You're not here to see
life go by."
The best way of accessing
happiness is to live a life of digni
ty and to "have a delicious life, do
it and make mistakes," she said.
Benavides is one of the six
Salvadorans honored by the inter
national women's movement and
2003 recipient of the United Na
tions Prize for Women's creativ
ity in Rural Life. Recently, she

SEAN SALES/THE VISTA
Marta Benavides spoke on her
efforts to promote sustainability
in El Salvador.

had opened the center Culture Is
Peace and the Aha Folk Arts and
Folk Cultures Museum in Santa
Ana.
"Marta's work is truly eyeopening. We can learn a lot from
her efforts in resource sustain
ability," said Monica Perfetto, a
USD student.

USD's MBA program has
been recognized globally as one
of the top programs integrating
social, environmental and ethical
issues into its curriculum, accord
ing to the Aspen Institute's 20092010 edition of "Beyond Grey
Stripes."
The faculty have been work
ing very hard to make the MBA
program the best it can possibly
be.
"Our high ranking from the
Aspen Institute reflects our efforts
and commitment to train innova
tive leaders and entrepreneurs
who can create and manage suc
cessful, responsible businesses in
today's global marketplace," said
David Pyke, dean of the School
of Business Administration.
According to the business
school website, the school is com
mitted "to developing socially re
sponsible leaders and improving
global business practice through
applied research and innovative,
personalized education."
According to a news release
from the Aspen Institute, rankings
are based on many factors, which
include the amount of courses
containing social and ethical ma
terial and how well the students
are exposed to that material.
Students and professors alike
are very excited that USD is being
recognized on a global level.
"I am proud to see we've
come this far," business professor
Marc Lampe said.
"I've been here 20 years and
to see that we are continually
integrating these issues into the
curriculum is very important."
This achievement is also rec
ognized by students.
"The fact that the gradu
ate program is so profoundly
recognized automatically draws
attention to the business adminis
tration program at the undergrad
uate level," said Natasha Vakili,
a senior majoring in Business
Administration.
"This type of ranking really
matters not only in my decision to
apply to graduate school, but be
cause employers in the business
world look for the exact qualities
that the USD MBA program is so
highly acclaimed for," she said.
According to a news re
lease, USD was ranked 6th in the
For-Profit Impact category for
courses addressing business as
a tool for improving social and
environmental conditions. 149
business schools from a total of
24 countries were considered by
the Aspen Institute.
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Word of the Week:

Relaxation
I realize I've become a
rather simple person in my
college years. I enjoy boring
stuff like getting to bed early,
reading books about healthy
relationships, wearing cozy
socks around the house and tell
ing people I've got plans when
I really intend to stay home
watching television.
Most recently, I've fallen in
love with vacuuming. I realize
its a chore, and one that causes
muscle aches no less, but there's
something absolutely charming
about those fresh vacuum lines
in my purple shag carpet.
Last weekend I dodged
no less than five invitations to
Halloween festivities. I stayed
home, put on my jimjams and
ate a bunch of gummi bears. I
had one trick-or-treater show
up at the door. He was picky as
hell, but he seemed like a nice
kid.
Don't get me wrong, I'm
not turning into an old person
just yet. I've simply learned to
appreciate the beauty of slowing
things down; at least on week
ends. I'm still not sure why I'm
expected to be party-ready after
a week packed with homework
and responsibilities. When
Thursday night rolls around I
have one thing on my mind sleep.
My final descent into the
throwes of the boring life have
left me in a much better mood.
Each weekend I avoid the
company of my peers, cast off
my cell phone and enjoy homecooked meals with the most
wonderful family in the world. I
finish days worth of homework,
nap all I want and use hulu.com
to catch all the shows I missed
during my hectic school week.
Is there anything more
blissful than taking time off to
spend time at home? I really
don't think so.
My relaxing old person
weekends are much better than
the hectic fun-filled weekends
of my underclass years. Instead
of rolling downtown where
fried food and ice cream beckon
me to indulge, I roll downstairs
in my parents' house, where
mom's food fills me up. It's such
a wholesome existence.
Here are some tips for your
own awesomely boring week
end of isolated bliss.
Finish all of your home
work on Friday. This will leave
the rest of die weekend for
stress-free lounging.
If your parents live nearby
and you get along with them,
go home. It can be comforting
to hang around people who
truly love you. Besides, the
sooner you both get past that
high school rebellion stuff, the
sooner you can relax and enjoy
each other's company.
Pick a book that you would
like to read for pleasure. Read
as much as you want and don't
think too hard about it. It's un
believably refreshing to read a
good book without having to
overanalyze it or take notes.

1983 President Ron
1512 The ceiling of the
ald Reagan signs a bill
Sistine Chapel in Rome,
one of Italian artist
establishing a federal
Michelangelo's finest
<N holiday to honor Martin
Luther King Jr. on the 00
works, is exhibited to the
public for the first time. If) third Monday of every
January.

1994 George Foreman
becomes the oldest heavy
weight boxing champ at the
age of 45 when he knocks
out his opponent, Michael
Moorer, in the 10th round.

1982 A woman named
Shirley Allen is arrested
for poisoning her husband,
Lloyd Allen, by spiking his
drinks with ethylene glycol,
or anti-freeze.

1957 The USSR launches
the first animal, a Siberian
husky named Laika, into
space aboard the "Sputnik
2" with the aid of a battery operated life-support
system.

1922 British archaeolo
gist Howard Carter's team
discovers the entrance to the
tomb of King Tutankhamen,
or "King Tut," in the Valley
of the Kings in Egypt.

1951 Hollywood stars Ava
Gardner and Frank Sinatra
marry just a few days after
Sinatra's divorce from pre
vious wife Nancy Barbato is
finalized.

1895 German physicist
Wilhelm Rontgen becomes
the first person to observe
x-rays during experiments
in his laboratory.
Source: History.com

Professor visits media class, shares journalism experience
LINDSAY PRICE

GUFST WRITER
"It was one of those jobs...even
when you hate it, you love it"

On Friday, media mogul Ron
Bonn spoke to a class of media
writing students at the University
of San Diego. Bonn said, "talking
like I'm talking to an intelligent
friend" was the best piece of jour
nalism advice that he had ever re
ceived. From producing for CBS
to writing for the Union-Tribune,
Bonn has had a wide spectrum of
experience in the field of journal
ism.
Bonn began by talking about
the single most influential event
that led to the popularity of tele
vision news: the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. Bonn
showed a video clip of Walter
Cronkite tipping his glasses down
to express his remorse while re

NATALIE NEWMAN

STAFF WRITER

BAY BRIDGE REOPENS
The San Francisco Bay Bridge
reopened on Monday, six days
after two steel rods and a steel
crossbeam fell from the structure.
The break was caused by vi
brations in the rods, which were
affected by strong winds, accord
ing to officials. Since Tuesday's
incident, crews have worked
around the clock, and final inspec
tions were completed on Monday
morning.
Crews performed stress tests
on Saturday, but they showed the
potential for metal grinding, which
could lead to another break. The
stress tests proved successful on
Monday, and engineers performed
a vibration test by driving trucks
on the lower deck of the bridge.
According to Bart Ney,
spokesman for the California
Department of Transportation, of

porting. "Every one of us felt what
Cronkite felt," Bonn said.
From that moment on for 24
hours a day, four days in a row,
there was constant news coverage
following the aftermath of the as
sassination. "You had to turn into a
thorough professional to keep that
going day and night," Bonn said.
"Television became the gathering
place for warmth, comfort and
information."
Following the increasing pop
ularity of television in American
households, Brown vs. Board of
Education in 1957 allowed view
ers to receive hard-hitting media
coverage of the racial brutality
taking place in the south.. Bonn
believed that the media coverage
helped accelerate the Civil Rights
Movement because according
to Bonn, "television is a visual
medium, it gets you in the guts."
According to Bonn, without
the media coverage of Brown

vs. Board of Education, the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 wouldn't have
followed so promptly. Bonn even
attributes the media influence of
civil rights to the election of Presi
dent Barack Obama in 2008.
One of the most difficult
milestones of Bonn's career was
covering the war in Vietnam. "We
covered Vietnam different than
any way covered before, or any
way covered again," he said.
The American government
was lying to the people of the
United States by saying that the
U.S. was winning the war. On the
contrary, Bonn's experience with
Vietnam illustrated the exact op
posite. Vietnam was a war of brutal
sights; Bonn vividly described
how the U.S. soldiers were cutting
off ears as a way of tallying the
number of enemy deaths.
The coverage of "the ears" led
Bonn to invent the use of the "wide

shot" to cover stories that were too
graphic to show the public directly.
In regards to the U.S. standpoint
in the war, Bonn concurred with
Cronkite's notable statement, "It's
time to say we've done our best
and negotiate a peace."
Though Bonn experienced
troubling sights in his media
career, he also witnessed amazing
high points of American history.
With a glint of excitement in his
eyes, Bonn described the launch
ing of Apollo 11 in 1969. This is
a story that he said "had no down
sides, only positives."
Whether it was the brutality
in the South, gruesome images
witnessed in Vietnam or the eu
phoria of landing on the moon,
Bonn's speech shed many insights
of wisdom to the class of USD stu
dents. With charisma and a quick
smirk, Bonn concluded saying,
"If you haven't guessed by now, I
loved my job."

NEWS IN BRIEF
ficials do not yet know the cost of
the bridge repairs.
Ney thanked commuters for
their patience and stated, "We are
very happy to return the bridge to
public service."
NAVY SHIP HONORS SEPT. 11
VICTIMS
The new Navy assault ship,
USS New York, arrived in New
York Harbor Monday with a bow
constructed from seven and a half
tons of steel recovered from the
World Trade Center wreckage.
The ship was greeted with a
21-gun salute, and people who
lost loved ones on 9/11 stood at
the shore to watch the arrival. The
crest of the ship bears an etching
featuring a phoenix rising from
the twin towers, with the words
"never forget."
Former New York governor
George Pataki received special
permission to name the ship USS

New York, as only submarines can
be named after states.
Lee Ielpi, who lost his fire
fighter son on 9/11, stated "What
better way for our young men and
women that are going to be on the
USS New York to feel the spirit of
our country than to have this ship
have the steel in the bow that rep
resents not the bad but the good of
our country."
The ship will also be used to
ferry disaster relief when needed.
The USS New York will remain
docked in the city through Vet
erans' Day, and then return to its
base in Norfolk, Va.
POLL: 54 PERCENT APPROVE
OF OBAMA
One year after winning a his
torical presidentialelection,Barack
Obama still has the approval of a
majority of Americans.
According to a CNN/Opin
ion Research Corporation poll

released Tuesday, 54 percent of
people approve of how Obama is
handling his presidential duties.
"Obama's approval rating of
54 percent is nearly identical to
the 53 percent of the vote he won
a year ago," stated CNN polling
director Keating Holland.
In nearly every demographic
category, today's approval is
within 2 to 3 points of the percent
age who voted for him in 2008.
However, in ideology, his ap
proval with liberals is seven points
higher than the number who voted
for him.
Among conservatives, the
president's approval has dropped
10 percent from his share of that
vote in 2008. Despite dissatisfac
tion in the way he is handling
specific issues, polling officials
say Obama has maintained high
satisfaction ratings by retaining
the goodwill that got him elected.
SOURCE: CNN
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Oct. 27

Oct. 30
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OCT. 27 - NOV. 1
Nov. 1

Oct. 30

Location: SPORTS CTR BUILDING

Location: MAHER HALL

Location: CUYAMACA HALL

to a theft report involving two universityowned laptops. Upon investigation, two
laptops were left unattended in a secured
office. There were no signs of forced entry
and no other items were missing.

At 9:12 pjn., Public Safety officers
observed an individual outside of a uni
versity-sponsored event that was swaying
and slurring his speech. The individual
was identified as a resident student, and
determined to be too intoxicated to care for
himself. The student was voluntarily trans
ported to Detox (BAC .19).

At 11:29 p.m., Public Safety responded
to a report that a student was attempting
to jump off of a third story residential hall
balcony. The student's roommate had dared
him to jump, after both had consumed alco
holic beverages. The students were cited for
minor in possession (MIP).

At 1:54 am., Public Safety responded to
a report of vandalism to university property.
An unknown individual had drawn a phallus
in red non-permanent marker on a wall in a
residential hallway. General Services was
contacted to clean the markings.

Oct. 30

Location: TRAM STOP IN FRONT OF

Oct. 30

Location: SPORTS CTR BUILDING

Location: CUYAMACA HALL

At 12:48 p.m., Public Safety responded to
a report of a minor traffic accident involv
ing a university tram. Upon investigation,
the tram driver had accidentally backed
into a parked vehicle. The vehicle sustained
minor damages, and the tram driver did not
report any injuries.

At 10:06 p.m., Public Safety observed
an individual who appeared to be under the
influence of alcohol. The individual was
contacted, identified as a resident student,
and was determined to be too intoxicated to
care for herself. During contact, the student
urinated on the sidewalk. The student was
voluntarily transported to Detox.

At 1:32 am., Public Safety officers
observed an individual being supported by
another individual. Upon investigation, the
individuals were contacted and identified as
a resident student and her guest. The student
had repeatedly vomited over a side railing
during contact, and was determined to be
too intoxicated to care for herself. She was
voluntarily transported to Detox.

Location:

KROC INSTITUTE
PEACE AND JUSTICE

FOR

At 3:44 p.m., Public Safety responded

THE BOOKSTORE

Nov. 1

Students invited to nominate
outstanding women for award
STAFF WRITFR

Think of a woman that has
positively affected USD; a woman
that has significantly helped or
touched USD in some way. Now
is the time to recognize this ex
ceptional woman with the Wom
en's Center's Women of Impact
Award.
"It's the University's 60th
anniversary and a lot of the prin
ciples and values of the school can
be viewed as feminist principles,"
said Women's Center Director of
Issues Georgina Santos.
"Also a lot of the leadership
throughout the University has sup
ported women. So it's important to
include a celebration of women in
the anniversary celebration."
The Women's Center is hold
ing its twelfth annual Women of
Impact Luncheon on Dec. 4. This
esteemed luncheon honors nomi
nated students, faculty and staff
for the meaningful impression they
have left on the people of USD
through their work and connection
with others in the University com
munity.
The winners receive an award
and have their names inscribed
on the Women of Impact plaque
displayed in the Women's Center.
The 2008 women of impact were
Valerie Lizarraga (student), Casey
Dominguez (faculty) and Marie
Minnick (staff). The student

THE VISTA
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winner, Lizarraga, was described
by fellow CASA member, Jona
than Gluchowski, as "the model of
community service."
The nomination process
for this year has already begun.
In order to nominate a female
student, faculty member or staff
member, students must fill out the
official nomination form. In addi
tion, it is asked that students write
a short description of the woman
being nominated, describing how
she has positively impacted the
USD community.
The description should con
tain, but is not limited to, how she
lives the core values of USD (i.e.
ethical conduct, community, com
passionate service, knowledge and
academic excellence), how she
has encouraged diversity through
new ways of thinking and work
ing at USD and finally how she
has contributed to the intellectual,

physical, emotional, spiritual
and cultural development of her
peers.
This portion of the nomina
tion should be limited to one
single-spaced page.
"It is a woman who is ex
tremely committed. It is not just
doing something impacting on
the side, every once and awhile,
it's this woman's vocation, their
life," Santos said.
All nominations must be
submitted either by email to
womenofimpact09 @ gmail .com,
online at sandiego.edu/womenscenter or by stopping by the
Women's Center in SLP 420.
Nomination forms for the
Women of Impact Award can be
picked up at the Women's Center.
There is also an online form at
the Women's Center website. All
nominations must be submitted
by tomorrow, Nov. 6.

MANAGING EDITOR
I

What Grinds My gears

"Tram pickup
from the West lot"
You know what really grinds
my gears? The trickery of tram
pickup before 9:15 a.m. class on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Appar
ently every commuter student at
the school has a class at this time,
and the trams seem to purposefully
avoid helping the mass amount of
students arriving simultaneously
make it to class on time.
I have never been a very
punctual girl, much to the dismay
of my slightly OCD mother. This
makes me all the more proud of
myself when I pull away from my
house an entire 30 minutes before
the start of class.
After an easy and even sooth
ing 10 minute commute through
the foggy morning air, I pull into
the West parking lot along with 30
other cars. The urge to rash rises
within me. I quickly park my car,
grab my things, and powerwalk
over to the tram stop where liter
ally 40 other students are already
waiting.
It's okay. I still have 15 min
utes before class starts. I keep
calm as get in the back of the line
that is now growing exponentially
as kids scramble to get out of their
cars and run towards the tram stop
from all different areas of the park
ing lot like Jon Gosselin to a media
outlet.
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At 1:14 a.m., Public Safety responded to
assist a Community Director with a student
that had ran away from her. Upon investiga
tion, the student was contacted, identified
and determined to be too intoxicated to care
for himself. The student was voluntarily
transported to Detox, and cited for failing to
comply with a university official.

JILLIAN ANTHON)

Nominations must be submitted by tomorrow, Nov. 6
MEGHAN ANDERSON

Nov. 1

Location: CUYAMACA HALL

Five minutes go by, then 10.
Panic is setting in now. But then,
hallelujah! The tram is rounding
the comer and every single pair
of legs shuffles towards the front
of that line like a herd of cattle
coming home to the corral. Sev
eral slippery people make thenway up front through the smart
but immoral tactic of pushing in
through the sides. Some people
make underhandedly snide com
ments in their direction but the
cutters have suddenly gone deaf
and hear nothing of the jeering of
their peers.
I cross my fingers as I creep
towards the front of the line. The
tram is getting full. The person in
front of me steps up. I raise my
foot towards salvation and the
possibility of still making it to
class on time, when suddenly the
doors close in my face.
The tram pulls away and all
of the students on it peer back at
those of us left behind with min
gled looks of smugness and pity.
My head falls in defeat as I realize
I am going to be late to class again.
The next tram doesn't arrive for
another full seven minutes.
This is a direct request to
the creators/enforcers of the tram
schedule: send more trams on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings!
Help us out here! Send the whole
squad of USD trams; I see them
sitting vacant behind Camino all
the time, so I know you guys have
some extras lying around.
And keep that reggaeton
pumping; it really puts some extra
kick in my morning routine, even
if I am impatiently waiting for
you to get up the hill and open the
door.
Send in whatever is currently
grinding your gears as well as
your burning questions to Jilla at
janthony@usdvista.com.

The Vista publication is written and edited by
USD students and funded by revenues generated
by advertising and a student fee. Advertising
material published is for information purposes
only and is not to be construed as an expressed
or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located in the lower level of
the University Center, room 114B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Akala Park
San Diego, CA92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimentary, all copies thereafter are 25
cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of The Vista staff,
the University of San Diego or of its student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista office. Letters should be limited
to 300 words and must be signed. For identification purposes, USD identification
numbers and writer's year must be included in the letter. The Vista reserves the
right to edit published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be considered for
publication unless otherwise stated.
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Arts & Culture Editor: Ryan Coghill
rcoghill@usdvista.com

The rave culture and recreational drugs
Having fun or just killing brain cells?

RYAN COGHILL
AflO FDITOR
BRENT TUTTLE
GIJFST WRITFR

Emotional
struggles
Something I have noticed
about my taste in music is the
fact that I am much more drawn
to a song when the lyrics are
depressing. I don't know why a
song about a man killing himself
to come back as a better person
appeals to me. I'm not a sad kid
and 1 am content with the life I
am living. Yet I enjoy to the full
est extent of happiness, a dark
and somber song.
The song mentioned above
is about a man who states in his
lyric, "Killed myself when I was
young/ With my fingers on a
poison gun/ 'Cause I had to come
back new/ Wanna walk on the
ocean blue." The word "killed" is
an immediate indicator that this
song will have a grave tone. The
first note that is hit is the open E
string, making for a deep, low
bluesy feel. The majority of the
chords are played in the open
form as well throughout the song.
The slow, yet hard-hitting strum
gives a long and dreary but solid
sound.
The man goes on to describe
the urge he has to leave this place
he is in. He calls it a "town" but
coming from an analytical stance
this town is open to mean a
number of things, mainly his life.
He speaks of the heavy load that
he is pulling along while he walks
down a road made of diamonds.
This road of diamonds leads him
to say, "And I will come back
someday/ If I do not lose my
way." He then tells his lover not
to weep for him but let the train
whistle cry instead.
The concluding image seems
to be that he makes a direct
comparison to the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The evidence
for this comes from his want to
come back new, maybe free of
sin or all the wrong that he feels
he has done and then the fact that
he wants to walk on water just as
Christ did.
The images of death and
resurrection are quite beautiful.
At the first listen to this song it
very much so seems like this
man hates his life and is just
upset with the way things have
played out in time as he yearns
for something different. Killing
yourself is a serious matter and
suicide is not something to take
lightly. However, this metaphor
is used in a positive way in that
he has realized there are things in
his life that need to be changed.
As down of a man that he is
in his apparent harsh life, I am
attracted to his story of struggle.
This particular artist, A. A.
Bondy, incorporates a lot of theo
logical concepts in his lyrics but
also speaks of past drug use. Ob
viously he has encountered rough
times but is striving to reform his
life. So maybe it's not so much
that I am attracted to depressing
music, but a man's will to better
his life in a depressed state of
mind.

In recent years there has been
a large influx of the drug induced
gatherings known as raves. I can't
fully analyze this subject for a
multitude of reasons. It is my
personal opinion that an actual
"raver" and myself are on two dif
ferent intellectual wave lengths.
By this I essentially mean that I
share very little common ground
or beliefs with the majority of
these neon-loving children I have
encountered.
There is great difficulty in
understanding or relating to the
beliefs of any person or thing so
twisted on drugs that not even they
know what causes their childish
and outlandish behavior. Encoun
ters with-these creatures come in
a multitude of experiences; most
leaving you shaking your head

and wondering what mutants pro
created to birth the drugged out
degenerate in front of you.
Most ravers will pathetically
try to nullify their experiences and
actions by stating that they are just
part of a larger picture; a culture
of love, acceptance and harmony;
a movement so spiritually enlight
ening that a "mainstream bro"
such as myself is not capable of
understanding. This is false. In
order to be part of a culture, a
culture must exist. Purchasing
your wardrobe at Toys-R-Us and
self-inflicting retardation upon
yourself with drugs are incredibly
weak pillars to base the foundation
of a culture on. Furthermore, the
majority of music played at raves
has no lyrics, leaving these ravers
with no real message to grasp or
support.
There is no raver Bible for
these lost souls to reference, and if

there is I'm sure it mostly consists
of drug recipes or ways to diag
nose permanent brain damage.
Inside the arena of idiocracy
known as a rave, you will find
these leeches slithering all over
the place, doing things that even
the acid days of our parents would
not condone as acceptable. Power
ful and unpredictable drugs such
as LSD, Ecstasy, Ketamine, DMT
and GHB run rampant in these
forums, available to anyone and
everyone for mass consumption.
They are unpredictable and pow
erful because with these drugs you
never know what you're getting.
There is no regulatory agency
in existence to monitor the purity
or mix of concoctions which you
are taking. Strange creatures will
pass by all night, letting out a
mating call for the drug-induced,
hoping that some deadbeat in the
crowd has accumulated enough

lunch money to purchase one of
their unidentified pills. This un
identified tablet could be Ecstasy,
but at the same time it could be
date rape or acid. You'll never
know until it hits you, and at that
point it's too late anyways. You
can beat cancer, but you'll never
beat a bad acid trip. Once you've
consumed something that power
ful, there is no turning back.
All of my research and expe
riences lead me to one final thesis.
Ravers are reincarnated insects
that walk a tightrope of self-de
struction. They spend their week
days hovering around trashcans,
recovering from the weekend's
activities.
Once the sun sets on Friday
night, all of these creatures flock
together once again and attract
towards that bright neon light,
slowly killing themselves one
weekend at a time.

BRENT TUTTLE/ THE VISTA

Unidentified deadbeat raver sits on the ground at HARD last Friday night, struggling to keep conversation.

Popular music used to torture Gitmo detainees
LINDSEY WEINTRAUB
STAFF WRITFR
While many students hear
songs by Eminem and Britney
Spears and crank up the volume,
for prisoners at Guantanamo Bay
and Iraq, the music played at hei
nously loud volumes drove many
to insanity. After all, listening to "I
Love You," from Barney repeat
edly would probably drive others
crazy too.
Musicians are now formally
demanding to know whether or not
their music was used as torture.
Groups such as Pearl Jam, R.E.M,
and Rage Against the Machine
are in support of the Freedom of
Information Act.
The organization works in
conjunction with the Close Gitmo
Now campaign, a multi-million
dollar grass roots movement
working to pressure Congress
to endorse Obama's intention to
close Guantanamo Bay.
Thomas Blanton, executive

director of the National Security
archive said, "At Guantanamo the
U.S. government turned a jukebox
into an instrument of torture. The
musicians and the public have the
right to know how an expression
of popular culture was transformed
into an interrogation technique."
This torture tactic has been
common in the U.S. war on terror.
Lt. General Ricardo Sanchez au
thorized the use of loud music as
a method of torture on Sept 14,
2003 as the then U.S. military
commander in Iraq in order "to
create fear, disorient...and prolong
capture shock."
Tom Morello, guitarist for
Rage Against the Machine, whose
song "Killing in the Name," was
used, felt very strongly about the
use of music for torture, saying,
"The fact that music I helped
create was used as a tactic against
humanity sickens me."
The music used ranges vastly,
from Marilyn Manson to rock

bands such as AC/DC, Aerosmith,
Matchbox Twenty, Metallica and
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, to rap
music such as Dr. Dre, Tupac and
Eminem, pop artists such as Brit
ney Spears, Christina Aguilera and
Pink and even included children's
television show songs such as "I
Love You" from "Barney" and the
"Sesame Street" theme song. Even
the use of "The Star Spangled
Banner" was put to use torturing
detainees. Queen's "We Are the
Champions," was a favorite for
U.S. guards at Camp Cropper in
Iraq.
One of the well-known de
tainees, Haj Ali, spoke about his
experiences being stripped and
coerced into listening to the song
"Babylon" by David Gray at deci
bels so loud he thought his head
"would explode."
"We have spent the past 30
years supporting causes related
to peace and justice," rock band
R.E.M. stated on the website

CloseGitmoNow.com. "To now
learn that some of our friends'
music may have been used as part
of the torture tactics without their
consent or knowledge is horrific.
It's anti-American, period."
Binyam Mohammed, a pris
oner now at Guantanamo Bay,
told of being held at the CIA's
"Dark Prison" in Afghanistan and
the other inmates who went mad
listening to the music, and ended
up screaming and smashing their
heads against walls.
"There was loud music,
(Eminem's) 'Slim Shady' and
Dr. Dre for 20 days. I heard this
nonstop over and over. The CIA
worked on people, including me,
day and night for the months before
I left. Plenty lost their minds," said
Mohammed.
Musicians are not only work
ing to have information about the
torture released but some will seek
legal action against the U.S. gov
ernment.
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season to make a statement

VICTORIA FANTOZZI
STAFF WRITFR

Jewelry. It's the universal
language of women. Elegant gemstones, brightly colored jewels,
dangling earrings, the perfect
cocktail ring - a piece of jewelry is
not just an accessory, it can trans
form an otherwise plain outfit into
something spectacular.
A long strand of costume
jewelry beads dangling around
your neck can take the little black
dress you wore with pearl earrings
last night from classy to edgy in
an instant. Due to the current eco
nomic situation, the majority of
us aren't clamoring to cram our
closets with the latest and greatest
"it" fashion trends, so anything
that can jazz up our existing ward
robes and allow our best friends to
forget that we've been an "outfit
repeater" for the past two months
is greatly needed. The fall season's
statement necklace is the solution
we've all been waiting for.
Some of you might be won
dering exactly what a "statement
necklace" is, or how it differs
from a normal necklace. When
I first heard the term, I was con
fused. Then I saw one. A state
ment necklace literally makes
a statement. It's a huge bib-like
contraption of jewels around your
neck, falling just at the collar of
the shirt. They can also be called
ribbon necklaces because the ma

jority of them are tied at the back
of the neck with a colorful, satin
ribbon. As for the jewels? The
more obnoxious, the better. Still
confused? Travel back 10 years
and picture the bling from a really
bad Outkast music video. You're
getting closer.
I was a little skeptical of this
trend because I'm not one for
gaudy displays of jewelry, but
before you scoff it, try it. The
necklaces are actually extremely
practical. Take a plain black shirt,
for example. Worn with a pair of
jeans, it's an average outfit noth
ing to turn your head at. Add a
statement necklace, however, and
the look instantly updates. The
necklace falls right at the collar,
giving the illusion that the bib of
jewels is actually the collar to the
shirt you're wearing. Incredibly
convenient, because no one will
know that you actually wore the
same shirt the day before, sans the
necklace.
Statement necklaces instantly
dress up an outfit and can provide
a great evening look if you don't
feel like spending the money on
a dressy top. It's actually quite
ironic, because a major trend right
now in the clothing industry is
shirts with necklaces sewn onto
the collar.
Haute Hippie has a line of
these shirts that are incredibly
popular, but the downside is you
won't find one for under $300
- and you can't even remove the

Recipe for a
great road trip

COURTESY MYFASHIONLIFE.COM

Giant necklaces can help distract from bad outfits.

necklace. A statement necklace
allows you to recreate this look
for a much smaller fee, and you
can transfer the necklace from one
shirt to the other so that you aren't
stuck with the same look every
time.
The jewels can be any color,
it's all up to you, but the best part
is they don't have to be real. Need
less to say, the real deal would
probably cost more than our col
lege tuitions (the De Beers' Marie

Antoinette necklace comes in at
around $3.7 million), so we'll save
those for the runway models and
fashion magazines. For the rest of
us, there are plenty of suitable and
equally as trendy alternatives. Nor
dstrom has great options for under
$50 and Juicy Couture's collection
ranges between $100-$200.
Give it a try. You'll be sur
prised how chic the look actually
is. After all, diamonds are a girl's
best friend, right?

Phish played eight sets over the course of three days
SARAH JORGENSEN
G1JFST WRITFR

As a native East Coaster, it was
a real thrill to find out that Phish,
originally a Vermont band, was
playing a three-day festival close
to San Diego at the Empire Polo
Fields in Indio, the site of the
famous Coachella music festival
over Halloween weekend.
As a big Phish fan, and after
listening to Phish's very extensive
and famous live material, known
for its extensive jams and innova
tion, it was very clear to me that
this was an event I absolutely had
to attend.
After months of deliberation, I
decided to take the dive and buy a
three-day ticket. I have never done
anything like this before. 1 had no
idea what to expect and the week
end blew any expectations I had
out of the water.
The music was, in short, un
believable. After making a huge
effort to be in the first couple of
rows for all eight of the festival's
sets, I can honestly put this fes
tival at the top of my "favorite
concerts" list.
Phish is definitely a band that
is at their best live. There is ab
solutely no comparison between
the band's studio albums and the
mind blowing nature of the evolu
tion of those songs live. Watching
the band jam live was an amazing
thing to do something I have only
been able to imagine as I listen
to the live albums. Chris Koruda,
well known in the Phish fan com
munity for his wonderful lighting
design, was back for Festival 8
and produced some truly amazing
light effects.
The sets were very well com
posed. The band mixed its lesser
known gems with more main
stream hits, like their recent single

COURTESY B0ST0N.C0M

"Backward Down the Number
Line" from the band's new album
"Joy," which debuted in Septem
ber.
Some personal favorite songs
of mine from the weekend include
a very enthusiastic version of
"Golgi Apparatus," "Run Like an
Antelope," "Mike's Song" (with
a particularly awesome jam),
"Wolfman's
Brother," "Time
Turns Elastic" and "Theme from
the Bottom." Set two of the first
night was favorite, just because I
heard three of my all-time favorite
songs: "Prince Caspian," "Piper"
and "Joy," all in the same set. This
was a tough distinction to make
though, since all of the sets were
unbelievable.
Two special sets were also
played over the course of the
weekend. The Halloween set, in
which the band dons a "musical
costume" by covering another
band's album, and the Sunday
morning acoustic set.
The Halloween set this year

JUSTINE MARZONI
ASSISTANT
A&C EDITOR

was the subject of hot debate
among fans at the festival. The
band had a webpage up the past
month dedicated to weeding out
the top album from 99 prospective
albums. To take it to the next level,
each of the eight campgrounds
were named after one of the eight
final albums (I stayed in Jimi
Hendrix's "Electric Ladyland"
campground ironically, my pick of
the top eight). The Rolling Stones'
"Exile on Main Street" was the
winner and was revealed on Sat
urday night to much excitement. It
turned out to be an excellent album
choice; the atmosphere during that
set felt particularly celebratory.
With a lot of fun music, the Hal
loween set turned into a real Hal
loween party.
The next morning brought
Phish's first ever acoustic set,
which, like the rest of the music,
was fantastic. Starting at noon,
Phish focused the set on more
"mellow" tunes, as lead guitarist
and vocalist Trey Anastasio told

the crowd. It was great to hear
songs like "Wilson" and "Water in
the Sky," but the ultimate highlight
for me was "Brian and Robert," a
very low key, beautiful song I had
never expected to hear played at
the festival.
Though the music was just phe
nomenal, I can't end this review
without addressing the fantastic
atmosphere of the festival itself.
Everyone,I met and spoke to was
so friendly and genuinely there for
the music. When the band wasn't
playing, though, there was still a
lot to do; a horseshoes tournament,
Ferris wheel, farmer's market and
an infinite number of vendors
created a very packed few days.
Everyone was so appropriately
joyful, including the band. None
of the band members were ever
without a smile and neither was
anyone else in the audience.
Phish continues their fall tour
in Detroit on Nov 18. For more
information on the tour or on Fes
tival 8, visit Phish.com.

In the past, my paradigm of
road trips was not at all enjoy
able. When thinking of driving a
long distance, I envisioned being
crammed in a mini-van between
my arguing siblings and not being
able to use the restroom when I
really had to go. However, over
the course of the last few years 1
have been healed from those bad
experiences.
This past weekend 1 had the
privilege of going on a road trip
to San Francisco to participate in
Halloween festivities. Not only
did I visit one of my favorite
cities, but I was accompanied by
some of the coolest kids ever (you
know who you are). Because my
weekend was so successful and
100 percent awesome, I now con
sider myself a qualified expert on
road trips. Here are the rules 1
live by when it comes to getaways
that involve many hours in a car.
Prepare to be enlightened.
The first step in planning a
good road trip is to create an allstar road trip team. I say team be
cause road trips are a group effort.
There is no "I" in car, road, fun or
great weekend. It is crucial to the
overall well-being of the car's in
habitants that everyone gets along
and is down for anything.
Once the road trip guest list
is finalized, you have your des
tination in mind and the driving
arrangements are all figured out,
it is time to pack. Of course you
will need to bring enough clothes
and toiletries to last you the length
of your trip. You should also have
the car packed with provisions
such as water, trail mix, gummy
snacks, baby carrots and ciga
rettes (if applicable). Also, car
bingo, crossword puzzles and
coloring books are good to have
on hand.
Lastly and definitely not
least, it is vital that you bring a
long enough music play list to get
you to and from your destination
safely. When deciding on what
music you should play on a road
trip it is important to consider
the musical tastes of your all-star
team. The best case scenario is
that everyone has the same likes
and dislikes when it comes to car
music. However, if your road trip
crew doesn't agree on everything,
don't fret.
There are certain kinds of
music that will always be a perfect
fit for the road trip setting. Paul
Simon's "Graceland" is hands
down one of the best albums
to listen to at any point in the
drive. If the drive gets boring or
your fellow car mates get a little
weary, just turn on some Girl Talk
orRatatat. And when you are just
enjoying the beauty of the land
scape or the quiet evening drive,
let the voices of Nick Drake or
Jeff Buckley sooth you.
Charge your iPod and take
all these ingredients (friends,
bare neccessities and music),
throw them in a car and turn up
the volume. You will surely find
that all these things are the mak
ings for the perfect road trip.

4

6

KAITLIN PERRY
ASSISTANT

ARTS & CULTURE

The Vista

Thursday, November 5, 2009

Sparks the Rescue: A promising new band
BRYCE CARR

GUEST WRITER

Hot Chip was
not so hot
This weekend I saw Hot
Chip perform a DJ set and I
was extremely, extremely disap
pointed. Hot Chip was one of my
favorite bands back in my high
school days. They were the first
semi-electro band 1 was into and
tracks like "Boy From School"
upped my mood every afternoon.
To me they were innovative,
exciting and cool. I had seen the
band play a regular show in Los
Angeles about two years ago and
I saw them at Street Scene a little
after that and both times they
were pretty okay. The only thing
that bothered me was that they
stuck to slow songs, so I made an
educated guess that their DJ set
would be more exciting.
When I heard that the two
front men of the band were going
to DJ in SD, I felt that it would fill
the empty space that could not be
filled by HARD (due to extreme
ly insufficient funds). Rather it
just made that space larger and
made me more annoyed. Firstly,
they didn't play any Hot Chip
songs. Secondly, they sampled
songs from the early 2000's that
annoyed me then and continue to
annoy me now. Thirdly, the beats
were too repetitive. Fourthly, there
were some pedophile-istic men
ehillin' in the crowd simulating
grinding dance motions behind
the unaware young women in
front of them. Needless to say, I
left early (before 1 a.m. even).
Though most of the crowd
was dressed in Halloween attire,
including a silly person dressed
up as Deadmau5, the vibe wasn't
as wild and fun as I was expecting.
Even strangers were saying that
they were bored. Which brings
me to my general complaint about
the DJ scene these days. It's kind
of getting stupid. Celebrity DJs
are whatever, but when musicians
do DJ sets, I expect them to be
very impressive.
Outside of the DJs them
selves are the fans that attend
these shows. I've noticed that the
drug culture/rave scene has grown
immensely in the area. When I
see small groups of people cir
cling a kid with light up gloves as
they suck on lollipops at a pretty
basic club, I get a little bothered.
I understand that party drugs are
back in style and that people take
them at big raves like EDC and
HARD and Monster Massive,
but they should stay at those big
events where pretty much every
one else is on them. Taking them
just for fun on a Thursday night at
a club/bar is a bit excessive in my
opinion, but it probably made Hot
Chip enjoyable, so maybe these
kids know what they're doing.
All-in-all, I'm going to
choose the electronic shows I go
to much more wisely this year
and not automatically assume
that good bands will have good
DJ sets. Though I missed out on
HARD Haunted Mansion and
am slowly getting over the rave
scene, I hope that more DJs that
are actual DJs, like Deadmau5
and LA Riots, hit up clubs in San
Diego and L.A. rather than the
big raves that only happen every
so often.

The land of Maine is known
for things such as lobster, light
houses and unbearably cold
weather. One thing to point out is
that Maine is most certainly not a
haven for alternative music. Yet
Sparks the Rescue, a band hailing
from Portland, Maine, has a driv
ing presence and has spent this
last year picking up steam on the
music scene.
Constant touring and upbeat,
rock driven guitar riffs have led to
band comparisons to the likes of
the All-American Rejects, Taking
Back Sunday and Mayday Parade.
Numerous bands have selected
Sparks the Rescue for opening
acts and this last summer, the band
found themselves touring Europe,
opening for the All-American Re
jects and selling out venues filled
with thousands of fans.
At last Tuesday's show with
Hit The Lights, I sat down with a
few members of Sparks the Rescue
to talk about their recent success
and what it feels like to be on the

COURTESY BROOKE PIFER

verge of breaking through to a
wider audience. The lead singer,
Alex Roy, told me how excited
the band was when they heard
that their song "Hello Mexico"
was being featured on "The Real
World Cancun". Alex also told me
that their first single "Autumn"
was going to be on "The Hills"

that night and that the whole band
was stoked.
With over 200 shows so far
this year, the band has obviously
created quite a following amongst
fans of this genre. Just last week,
Sparks the Rescue won a contest
sponsored by Gamier Fructis and
will be featured playing in an

upcoming commercial. The band
also recently filmed a video for
their new single "We Live Like
Vampires" and the video will pre
miere on MTV later this year. It
seems like things are looking good
for members of this band.
After spending time with the
band, I realized that the five guys
are just as much in awe of this
whole process as everyone else.
They agreed early on that music
was a shared passion and they rec
ognized the importance of hanging
out with their fans. By allowing
people to enjoy their songs and by
making them happy, the band has
developed a desire to make Sparks
the Rescue their career. With con
tinued exposure and in between
album growth, I'm willing to bet
that with their next album, we'll
see the band headlining tours. For
fans of bands such as Taking Back
Sunday, Anberlin and Mayday
Parade, I encourage you check out
this group. Their song "Autumn"
is one of my favorites right now,
and has been a featured pick on
my Unnamed Alternative Show
on USD Radio.

Coolidge talks about her film "Gentlemen Broncos"
Stepping outside the role of the iconic MILF
JILLIAN ANTHONY

MANAGING EDITOR
Jennifer Coolidge, perhaps best
known for her role in "American
Pie" as Stifler's Mom, plays the
role of a mom aspiring to become
a nightgown designer in her new
movie "Gentlemen Broncos," di
rected by Jared Hess. The film stars
Michael Angarano of "Forbidden
Kingdom" and Jemaine Clement
of "Flight of the Conchords".
Angarano's character, Benja
min, is an aspiring sci-fi writer
whose idea is stolen by his icon,
Chevalier, played by Clement.
The Vista had the opportunity to
interview her over the phone and
speak to the iconic MILF herself.
The Vista: How does it feel to be
an iconic MILF figure?
Jennifer Coolidge: Well, let
me just tell you this. I'm glad I
made that movie before this one
because I won't be getting any
dates after this.
V: Tell me about your character in
"Gentleman Broncos."
JC: She's had a rough life. She
lost her husband and she's just
struggling to put food on the table
and she has this poor little son
who's written an amazing script
and novel that is very sci fi and
his entire idea is stolen by his
idol. The mother is struggling as
much as the son. It's all about the
underdog prevailing and it is very
funny stuff.
V: I'm a huge "Flight of the
Conchords" fan. How was it
working with Jemaine Clement?
JC: Well, I went out to dinner
with him a couple of times but we
didn't have any scenes together
so I didn't get to know him at all.
I really liked the way he's really
charming and engaging and that
accent is just amazing. I didn't
get to sleep with him or Sam
Rockwell, and I think I would
have liked it.
V: Are you a sci-fi nerd?

JC: No. I like sci fi nerds, I don't
mind dating them. My friends
Kate was attracted to Jemaine, but
I thought his character in the film
was too creepy.
V: What projects are you
currently working on?
JC: Well right now I'm shooting
something about a clown car.
I'm a clown that lives in a
clown car and she eventually
ends up sleeping in her car and
it gets covered over in a land
fill... no I'm just kidding. I'm
in something with Nicolas Cage
right now. I play a dramatic role
of a drug addict alcoholic. I never
get that opportunity so it was very
challenging, but nice.
V: Were there any challenging
scenes to shoot?
JC: Any movie where you're
shooting at 110 degrees and
you're in some heavy costume,
that's where you just want to
blow your brains out.
V: Is the nightgown business
[your character has] successful?
JC: No, they're incredibly
unattractive and don't I know it.
I mean if you want to turn off
a man, if you don't want to get
pregnant, just wear these.
V: What do you think of the
movie's end result?
JC: It's very "Napoleon
Dynamite"-esque. It has the same
element of a world you haven't
seen. It is a really charming
movie.
V: Are there any memorable
scenes you could tell me about?
JC: The snake diarrhea scene.
The snake would blow diarrhea
all over us and I would start
giggling before it would go all
over us because I knew it was
coming and then we would have
to reload the snake and start all
over again.
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An alluring sound
LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

Floating on a mesmerizing
stream of eccentric beats and fresh
rhythms, Zero 7's fourth album
"Yeah Ghost" sounds like it would
be the perfect background music
for one of those dreams that you
strive desperately to remember.
The innovative sounds that come
streaming into the listener's ears
seem to take him or her into a
stratosphere not normally visited
in everyday interactions, but are
undoubtedly still there residing
somewhere deep within the sub
conscious.
Their lyrics, when decipher
able, meditate upon the enticing
thoughts one might have when
attracted to another, or the moti
vations behind acting kindly to
others. Should someone let the
music take over their body many
of their tracks would invoke a
very unique dance out of them.
The beats seem so unconventional
and bizarrety independent of each
other, but as they are meshed to
gether strategically they flow per

fectly as one. "Everything Up" is a
perfect example of this.
Sam Hardaker and Henry Binns,
the electronic duo from London,
have delved into a deeper sound
that hasn't quite been penetrated
before. Singer/songwriter Eksa
Mtungwazi also helped to put a
fresh spin on the album by lending
her vocals to songs like "Medicine
Man." Other artists featured in
clude Sia and Jose Gonzalez.
Some tracks like "Mr McGee"
fill the listener with charisma and
energy, while others like "The
Road" take the listener into a rather
melancholy state of mind. Zero
7 has captured the art of evok
ing emotion through music, and
they use it most skillfully. If you
really allow yourself to embrace
the music, it will make you smile,
and perhaps even cry. Just as the
album draws you into this curious
region of thought at the beginning,
it delivers you from it in the end
as well. The final song, "All of
Us," releases the listener from the
trance-like state they may have
found themselves in while envel
oped in the music. Nonetheless,
the listener is left wanting more.
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Another classic, another sequel: "The Phantom of the Opera 2"
JAIME ZEHNER
STAFF WRITFR

In an age where sequels are
coming out faster than we can
even count them, one would think
Broadway would steer clear of
this fad. Think again. On Oct. 8,
English composer Andrew Lloyd
Webber held a press conference
announcing the sequel to the mu
sical. The press conference was
held at Her Majesty's Theatre in
Haymarket, City of Westminster,
London; the place where The
original "Phantom of the Opera"
has been running since 1986.
Lloyd Webber premiered "The
Phantom of the Opera" in 1986,
directed by Harold Prince with
lyrics by Charles Hart. It originally
starred Sarah Brightman as Chris
tine Daae and Michael Crawford
as The Phantom. In 2006 it over
took "Cats" as the longest running
musical on Broadway. In 2004, a
film adaptation of "The Phantom
of the Opera" was made. The film
was directed by Joel Schumacher
and produced/ co-written by Lloyd
Webber himself. It starred Gerard
Butler as The Phantom and Emmy
Rossum as Christine Daae.
Emotions are coming from
opposite ends of the spectrum as
critics are skeptical of the sequel
to the classic musical, and fans
await the debut. However, there
was also skepticism about the film
adaptation of the musical, which
did rather well.
The sequel to "The Phantom of
the Opera" is titled "Love Never
Dies." Sierra Boggess will play

the role of Christine Daae and
Ramin Karimloo will play The
Phantom in the London premiere
of the musical. Boggess made her
Broadway debut creating the lead
role of Ariel in Disney's "The
Little Mermaid." Karimloo, who
will play the role of The Phantom
in the sequel, has already played
the roles of Raoul, The Phantom
and Christine's father in the West
End production of "The Phantom
of the Opera."
Talks of the sequel to the clas
sic musical began in 1997 but
were pushed aside. It wasn't until
2000 that Lloyd Webber decided
to set the sequel in turn-of-the20th century New York City. The
long awaited show will have its
world premiere in London at the
Adelphi Theatre on March 9 and
then in New York on Nov 11,2010
and in Australia in 2011.
Set in 1919, 10 years after the
disappearance of The Phantom,
"Love Never Dies" will continue
his story. The Phantom has now
moved from his Opera House in
Paris to Coney Island and contin
ues to haunt the fairgrounds. The
Phantom becomes an architect for
a number of Coney Island attrac
tions, but despite his wealth and
success, still longs for Christine.
He manages to arrange for her
to come and sing at one of his
latest attractions, and she arrives
at Coney Island along with her
husband and son, unknowingly
returning to the man she feared
most. The show is described as
"a rollercoaster ride of obsession
and intrigue in which music and

COURTESY BROADWAYWORLD.COM
The Phantom returns to the stage.

memory can play cruel tricks and
The Phantom sets out to prove
that, indeed, love never dies."
Anticipation is in the air for all

those involved in the production
as well as for those awaiting the
follow-up to the classic musical
that premiered before most of us

were even born. For more infor
mation and to follow the "Love
Never Dies" blog, please visit
loveneverdies.com.

SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR
Nov. 9

Nov. 5
The Dropkick Murphys @ Soma

The Dope Show w/ Parker & the Numberman,

7 p.m., $25

Broken Dreams, Magflux, Project Out of Bounds,

U& GROW
EVEWT D60XVT
PT036

PUYBB
PS MB

Rob Deez, and DJs drdiggs, Bruce West and Johnny
Tran @ Thumbprint Gallery
6 p.m., $6

Nov. 6

HUGE
HILTHHIL

AKBtt

Nov. 10

Quartetto Sorrento @ USD in
Founders Flail
8 p.m., $5-$10

FLOW @ UCSD
"Food for thought" events in conjunction with UCSD Water
Awareness Month, including art by Outside the Lens,
music by Squash Blossom Tacos and UCSD DJ Club, mini-

Nov. 7

environmental fair.

vjifr

t

5 p.m., Free

Nov. 11

Cage the Elephant with Jet, Black Joe
Lewis and the Honeybears @ 4th and B

pumr

Iff A TO

120 GUESTS

8 p.m., 21+, $25
Everclear @ House of Blues
8 p.m., $20-$32.50

Nov. 8
Boys Noize @ Voyeur
9 p.m., +21, $20

jT+JL

Nov. 12

Third Eye Blind @ House of Blues
8 p.m., $35-$37.50
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CHINA

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS O F COMMUNIST RULE

MICHAEL LU
•STAFF WR1TFR

On Oct. 1, The People's
Republic of China marked
its 6oth anniversary with a
parade in Beijing's historic
Tiananmen Square. The cel
ebration included a 6o-gun
salute and hundreds of thou
sands of participants march
ing past Tiananmen Square
in costume and uniform. It
was a commemoration of 6o
years of Communist rule over
China when the Communist
Party first came into power
on Oct. l, 1949 while relegat
ing the defeated Kuomintang
Party to Taiwan. It was a very
special day for the citizens
of China who have experi
enced numerous transfor
mations, which has resulted
in China becoming a leading
economic and political pow

er. The whole ceremony was
dedicated to displaying to the
entire world its strength and
wealth. According to senior
Kevin Nguyen, "I believe that
in a purely economical sense,
their political system is what
got them to where they are to
day and where they will go in
the future."
The 21st century has
been labeled as the "Chinese
Century," and rightfully so
with the abundance of high
rises and skyscrapers that
have been constructed in Chi
nese cities, most prominently
in Beijing and Shanghai. The
stigma that afflicted China for
so long was being labeled as a
country that was only agricul
turally based and unable to
feed and/or assist its increas
ing population. However, all
of that has been pushed aside

China is the 3rd
largest economy
after the United
States and Japan
and has the second
largest GDP after
the United
States. 5 5
due to China's unbelievable
turnaround since the passing
of Mao Zedong.
China is the third larg
est economy after the United
States and Japan and has the
second largest GDP after the
United States. The two most
important sectors of the Chi
nese economy belong to ag
riculture and industry, which
employ more than 70 percent
of the workforce and contrib
ute to 60 percent of China's

1972

1949

The Communist Party
takes power.

GDP. In the past, China has
employed the tactic of isolat
ing itself from the rest of the
world in terms of trade and
instead choosing to trade with
other Asian countries around
them. However, the Chinese
government has been more
open-minded to the idea of
foreign trade after President
Nixon visited China in 1972,
which has allowed China to
export trillions of dollars of
products to different coun
tries, as well as have foreign
corporations invest billions
of dollars into China, includ
ing IBM and Microsoft.
On the other hand,
China has endured many
hardships during its ascen
sion from being an under
developed country to a more
developed country. China has
often faced criticism from

1976
Mao Zedong dies, shifting
politics in China.

President Nixon visits China, prompting
China to be more willing to participate
in foreign trade.
Sources: CNN, BBC News, Reuters

the United States and other
countries around the world
for their human rights viola
tions, especially in Tibet and
the Xinjiang province.
The past few years have
seen China in the national
spotlight for their use of mili
tary force in Tibet while try
ing to quell a riot as well as
thousands of foreign journal
ists and civilians that have
been jailed because of their
public outcry against the gov
ernment. Back when China
was preparing for the 2008
Beijing Olympics, there were
a lot of protests not only in
China but all across the world
condemning China for their
position on Tibet. Several
countries such as France and
Germany threatened not to
send representatives to Bei
jing because of their concern

of the situation taking place
in Tibet.
On a societal front, Chi
na faces the issue of a genera
tion gap between young and
old in terms of how the young
er generation of Chinese will
be able to find permanent
employment and support
themselves in an ever-grow
ing economy. Traditionally,
it was the older generations
who were the ones respon
sible for being the backbone
of the economy, working long
hours into the night, but that
trend seems to be less of a
factor since China's popula
tion is now headed toward a
youth movement that is most
prevalent in bustling cities all
throughout China.
Yet, China has been one
of the major players in lend
ing its aid in international

2008

issues such as the North Ko
rean and Iranian nuclear
program crises. The past few
years have seen North Korea
and the countries involved in
the 6-party talks (the United
States, China, Japan, South
Korea and Russia) go back

tude of times but have always
been jump started because of
the relationship that China
has with North Korea. North
Korea views China as its "big
brother" and that has placed
China in the forefront of the
6-party talks because of Kim

4 4 China has been one of the major
players in lending its aid in
international issues such as the North
Korean Iranian nuclear
program crises.}5
and forth with each other try
ing to terminate North Ko
rea's aspirations of becom
ing a fully functional nuclear
power with the threat of sanc
tions and inspections from the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). Those talks
have broken down a multi-

Jong Il's willingness to speak
with President Hu Jintao and
Prime Minister Wen Jiabao.
On the topic of Iran,
China and Iran have recent
ly engaged in talks that have
been seen as sign that the
6-party talks are being resur
rected.

2009

China leads the 6-party talks
regarding the nuclear
program crisis.

The 2008 Olympics take place in
Beijing, despite controversy.

China celebrates 60 years of
communist rule.
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Local professor faces unjust suspension
College fails to give justification amid hints of free speech supression

D.S.T.
When it comes to daylight
savings time, 1 feel as if it's a
love-hate relationship. Every
time that autumnal diurnal course
is reached, I relish the extra, at
least perceived, hour of sleep.
It's refreshing; it's the recharge
1 need to start the downward
tumble towards the end of the
semester. Waking up to daylight,
rather than darkness is just per
fect.
But, for all the joy of "falling
back," damn the vernal "spring
forward." After five months of
adjusting to a new schedule, we
have to readjust to a clock that
robs us of an hour of our exis
tence (and precious sleep before
finals). Please don't try to argue
that it's only making up for that
hour we gained the previous fall.
We could afford to reward our
selves a free hour every now and
then, no matter the consequences
for the calendar.
The problem is moder
nity. Even with the invention of
clocks, time was never accurately
recorded. Schedules were based
on natural circadian rhythms and
the reality of a rising and setting
sun. You got up when the sun
came out, worked and went to
bed when it got dark; that was a
day. When people started to stan
dardize the calculation of time,
and regiment their lifestyles ac
cording to industrial schedules,
something had to be done.
Being Americans, we like
to credit Benjamin Franklin with
having first proposed daylight
savings time. Unfortunately, this
is simply myth. He did, however,
produce some satirical writings
making fun of the French, a great
American pastime, for waking up
early to take advantage of morn
ing light. What a novel idea.
Modern daylight savings
time is accredited to George
Hudson, a Kiwi entomologist,
who, in looking for insects, de
cided he could take advantage of
longer summer days by moving
his clocks ahead every spring.
By 1918, the United States
had jumped on the bug man's
wagon.
Robertson Davies dubbed
daylight savings time "Daylight
Slaving Time." In "The Diary of
Samuel Marchbanks" he detected
the "bony, blue-fingered hand of
Puritanism, eager to push people
into bed earlier, and get them up
earlier; to make them healthy,
wealthy, and wise in spite of
themselves." I am inclined to
agree.
It's time to get rid of daylight
savings time. Modern technology
and that little thing we call elec
tricity render it useless. Very few
people labor in fields; we don't
need to worry about a shortage of
candles lest the supply chain for
Bath & Body Works were to col
lapse; and most importantly, for
a college student, it messes with
our sleep habits.
I suppose we can also just
blame the French.

ELLIE FAULKNER

STAFF WRITER
Last week, the San Diego
Union-Tribune reported that at
least four professors had been
suspended at Southwestern Com
munity College in South San
Diego following a demonstration
on campus. Nearly 300 students
had gathered earlier in the week
to protest the administration's
decision to cut 429 course offer
ings. Professor Andrew Rempt, a
popular creative writing instruc
tor, participated in the rally. Later
that evening, the human resources
chief for the college, along with a
police officer, arrived at Rempt's
home to deliver to him a notice of
suspension.
When Southwestern's ad
ministration was asked for com
ment, the college president's
executive assistant, Mary Ganio,
said that the recent suspensions
were unrelated to the demonstra
tion against course cuts and that

they are instead the result of an in
vestigating of a personnel matter.
Rempt, when asked to comment,
replied, "I don't see how the sus
pension couldn't be in response to
the rally."
The next morning, Rempt's
students arrived at an empty
classroom. When they went to the
administration for an explanation
they were met by police officers
who charged them with "misde
meanor unlawful assembly" and
blocked their entry into the presi
dent's office.
The suspension of Andrew
Rempt is unfair and the actions
of Southwestern's administration
are unjustifiable. As part of the
faculty, Rempt should certainly be
held to a different standard than
that of a student who participated
in the protest. But he should have
just as much of a right to criticize
the actions of the administration
as any student.
If Southwestern attempts to
quiet dissent amongst its staff by

threatening its faculty's livelihood,
then how will any honest discus
sion over policy ever occur? The
college's mission statement clear
ly states that they are "committed
to meeting the educational goals
of its students in an environment
that promotes intellectual growth
and develops human potential."
Professors contribute to this intel
lectual growth; they teach their
students to question the status quo,
as they should.
Students cannot learn how to
be thinking citizens if their profes
sors are scared into submission
because they are afraid of losing
their jobs. An environment of fear
and unquestioning obedience is
not one that develops human po
tential. Professors should be free
to join their students in expressing
their dissatisfaction with the deci
sions of the administration.
It also is unreasonable to
charge students with "misde
meanor
unlawful
assembly,"
barring them from consulting the

president over the suspension of
their teacher. These students were
not behaving violently; they only
wanted an explanation about their
missing teacher. It is cowardly for
the administration to not notify
students about the suspension of
their teacher and then refuse to
discuss it at all.
If the administration felt they
had a good case for suspension,
they should have been upfront
with students and the media. Ganio's assertion that the suspension
is unrelated to the rally is suspi
cious. It doesn't make sense that
an otherwise well-liked teacher
would suddenly be suspended the
evening after the protest. The ad
ministration acted tyrannically in
punishing criticism and in trying
to brush it off as a "personnel in
vestigation."
Open discussion and freedom
of expression are values that are
part of a thriving academic envi
ronment; Southwestern's adminis
tration is threatening these values.

General Electric proves UCLA study on media bias
BRENT TUTTLE

STAFF WRITER
A UCLA case study was
released earlier this month, reaf
firming the commonly accepted
idea that media bias is as real as
the herpes outbreak that ruined
your Halloween weekend. The
study, which will be published
this December in the "Quarterly
Journal of Economics," found
that the vast majority of media
outlets lean to the Left. Even
traditionally conservative publi
cations, such as The Wall Street
Journal, were found at times to
be as, if not more, liberal than the
New York Times. This will come
as no surprise to anyone with the
slightest interest in current events.
Out of the 20 major media outlets
surveyed, all but Fox News and
The Washington Times had a
Left-leaning stance. When you
look at this case from certain
perspectives, though, it reveals
yet another dark conclusion about
America and its future.
CNN was found to be
amongst most centrist news
outlets; at the same time, it cur
rently resides at the bottom of
the prime time rankings. What
does this say about America? As
a whole, we are sheep. We live
our lives according to the pages
of People magazine, hopping on
whatever trend or fad Hollywood
A-Listers endorse. How many of
the happy-go-lucky college girls
wearing "Save Darfur" t-shirts
do you think could actually find
it on a map? Odds are they have
a better chance of pinning George
Clooney's house on a star map
than identifying their "flavor of
the week" public service project.
Our population's morning
cup of preferences and beliefs are
freshly brewed everyday at their
biased media outlets. Imagination
and independent viewpoints are
vanishing at a rate similar to that

of the polar bears, but I have yet
to see A1 Gore jetting around the
globe trying to raise awareness for
these endangered species.
More alarming than the con
sistent increase in stupidity in this
country is the wretched group of
white collar demons who control
the media. Virtually every aspect
of the media can be traced back
to a small handful of incredibly
powerful, politically connected
and corrupt multi-national corpo
rations. Dirty deeds can be found
for all of these oligopolists, but one
particular individual in this rotten
batch especially raises concern for
the near future.
Unbeknownst to most, the
conglomerate known as General
Electric is a major player in the
American media. It owns and op
erates both NBC and Telemundo,
holding an 80 percent share
in NBC Universal.
NBC and
MSNBC, both owned and operated
by General Electric, openly admit
to favoring President Obama and
his policies, and doing so prior to
his election. Having a bias or point
of view is perfectly fine, but there
comes a point when things become
too important and too intertwined.
This past year, when the greed
of both main street America and
Wall Street reached its climax,
U.S. taxpayers were not asked, but
told to take out the checkbook and
start signing away. Of the trillions
of dollars spent to ensure corporate
America could get back to robbing
us, a meager $140 billion was allot
ted for the White House's favorite
media supporter, General Electric.
Within less than a year of receiv
ing a government bailout, General
Electric was charged by the SEC
with overstating its profits by as
much as $1.15 billion; they were
consequently fined $50 million.
The irony of this goes without
saying; General Electric was es
sentially asked to give back a small
fraction of taxpayer money which

L0RASF0RZA/THE VISTA
was never theirs, or deserved, in
the first place. It should come as
no surprise as to why this never
created any sort of media storm,
or why there was no public outcry
for pay cuts or restructuring within
General Electric. GE has the power
to manipulate the media, and the
White House has the power to ma
nipulate GE.
This case has the potential to
become even more disturbing. Be
sides its media operations, as well
as its traditional manufacturing
division, GE owns over a dozen
other companies in very lucrative
government affiliated sectors such
as energy, medical systems, trans
portation and even commercial
finance. As the new administration
begins to hand out massive govern
ment contracts for green energy,

who do you think might be the top
candidate for the job in their eyes?
And, seeing as GE manufactures
medical products as well, don't you
think NBC's favorable coverage of
Obama's healthcare reform might
have some ulterior motives?
Though the year is 2009, it
looks as though America is rapidly
approaching Orson Well's "1984."
Imagine the boardrooms full of
white collar crooks and elected
idiots, salivating over the oppor
tunity that lays at their feet. The
ruling elite are coming together as
one, creating an untamable beast
too big for bailouts and too power
ful for regulation. Campaigns are
false promises. Ethical company
statements boost stock value. Fear
will always make you blind. Read
between the lines. Be independent.
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Do you plan on cooking a cornucopia of Thanksgiving delights for your family
and friends? Will your dorm play host to your own peaceful gathering of Pilgrims and
Natives? Well, start getting thankful because we at The Vista have compiled a selection
of our favorite holiday recipes. We want to be sure to give them to you early enough
so you can practice them beforehand. These recipes are from Paula Deen and the Food
Network, feel free to check them out online for color photos of what your masterpieces
ought to look like. Bon appetit!
Loaded Mashed Potatoes
•
2 heads garlic
•
6 pounds Idaho potatoes, peeled and quartered
•
Salt, to taste
•
2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper
•
1/2 cup butter
•
1 (12-ounce) carton sour cream
•
1 (8-ounce) block sharp white Cheddar, grated
•
1 1/2 pounds cooked bacon, julienned
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Cut tops off 2 garlic heads. Wrap in foil and roast for 30 minutes. When cool
enough to handle remove the flesh from the garlic heads and set aside.
In a large stockpot, cook potatoes in enough salted water to cover for 10 to 15
minutes or until tender.
Drain and return to stockpot. Beat with an electric mixer until smooth; adding salt,
to taste, pepper, butter, garlic and sour cream. With a spatula stir in cheese and bacon.
Add more salt and pepper, if necessary. Serve immediately.
Roast Tfirkey with Apple-Sourdough Bread Stuffing
•
1 teaspoon dried thyme
•
1 teaspoon dried sage

•
1 teaspoon dried oregano
•
1 (8 to 10-pound) turkey, cut into 5 parts (breast, legs, wings), giblets re
moved and discarded, back bone removed from the turkey breast (this will help it stand
upright)
•
2 tablespoons olive oil, plus another 2 tablespoons olive oil
•
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 1 medium chopped onion
•
2 apples, peeled, cored and diced (preferably Mcintosh)
•
2 celery stalks, chopped
•
1 teaspoon chopped fresh parsley leaves
•
1 teaspoon chopped fresh sage leaves
•
1 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme leaves
•
4 cups sourdough bread cubes, preferable day-old
•
1 cup reduced-sodium chicken broth, warm
Preheat the oven to 450 degrees F.
In a small bowl combine all the dried herbs together. Rub the turkey parts with
2 tablespoons of olive oil, then rub with all of the dried herbs. Season with salt and
pepper, to taste. Arrange the turkey in 1 layer in a large roasting pan.
Put the turkey in the oven and immediately reduce the oven temperature to 350
degrees F. Roast until an instant-read thermometer inserted into the deepest part of
the thigh reads 160 to 165 degrees F, about 1 1/2 hours. Remove from the oven and
let stand, covered with aluminum foil. It's ready to serve in 10 to 15 minutes, but can
stand, covered, for up to 1 hour so that the stuffing or other side dishes can be com
pleted/Transfer to a serving platter.
Meanwhile heat the remaining 2 tablespoons of olive oil in a large skillet over
medium heat. Add the onion, apples, and celery and saute until soft, about 5 minutes.
Add the parsley, sage, and thyme and stir to coat the apples and vegetables with the
herbs. Transfer the mixture to a large bowl and add the cubed bread and the warm
chicken broth. Toss to combine and season, to taste, with salt and black pepper. Trans
fer the stuffing mixture to a 5 by 8-inch baking dish and bake in the oven at 350 degrees
F until golden brown on top, about 45 minutes.

San Diego needs the Chargers to stay at home
JT HOWLAN

STAFF WRITFR
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San Diegans only support
two professional sports teams:
the Chargers and the Padres.
Since 1960, San Diego football
fans have taken pride in their
Chargers. Tailgating at games,
driving down the freeway with
their lightning bolts on their cars,
the trolleys looking like cans of
sardines and planes flying over
head; all of this demonstrates the
commitment of the entire com
munity to their football team.
But, what can be said lately about
the Chargers?
With a record of .500, the
team isn't giving the fans the
same level of passion that the
fans are giving the team. Teams

will often have an off-year and
home crowds understand this, but
when you have a number of con
secutive off-seasons it makes fans
wonder whether the team is worth
keeping. So, should the Chargers
stay in San Diego?
The San Diego Union-Tribune
recently did an article address
ing this very question. Based on
a recent poll, 56 percent of San
Diegans expressed a desire for the
Chargers to stay. This would be
in the best interest of the county,
especially given the state of the
economy. Sports teams attract
tourism. And the Super Bowl is
a huge event that attracts people
from all over the world. If the
Chargers move away from San
Diego, it will be difficult to attract
the Super Bowl.

Here's another question:
should the team make some
changes? Chargers fans are known
for being proud of their team, even
when certain players are not per
forming at their full potential or
when they are weak to begin with.
Even though Philip River's num
bers are above average, his char
acter is cocky and you can tell that
he is full of himself. LaDainian
Tomlinson used to be a productive
and impressive running back, but
has yet to prove himself recently.

44
Chargers fans are known for being proud
of their team, even when certain players are not
playing at their full potential. ^

Why Americans need to read the Constitution
MIKE MACKIE
STAFF WRITFR
Some of the liberal rhetoric
I've been hearing over the past
few weeks from my fellow stu
dents praising some of our socialist
professors' lack of understanding
of Constitutional law absolutely
amazes and scares me. Last week,
I heard a close friend say, "I feel
that the Constitution should be re
written every 10 years." Seeing my
frustration meter linger somewhere
between disgust and disappoint
ment, he quickly left the room as I
started to quote the actual language
of the Constitution which outlines
the mechanisms for doing just that.
Progressives would have you
believe that the Constitution is
merely an inconvenience, a piece of
paper that only serves to interfere
with the agenda of those trying to
slowly change its principles. Those
who have actually read the Consti
tution, though, along with the writ
ings of the Founders, recognize that

many of the laws we have today
completely diverge from their ideas
of a free country governed by free
men and women.
Are we "free" when the FCC
monitors what language is "appro
priate" to use? Are we "free" when
40 to 60 percent of our money goes
to the government? Are we "free"
when Nancy Pelosi blocks a bill
that would require any legislation to
have a 78-hour moratorium before
placed on the floor for a vote and
posted on the Internet so the people
can instruct their representatives
how to vote? Absolutely not.
Let me be clear. I am not es
pousing violence or physical rebel
lion. People just need to open their
eyes to the immense size of gov
ernment and how it suffocates the
voice of its citizenry. If you do that,
you may realize the ramification of
your silence.
I have recently started car
rying a tea bag in my backpack.
What separates me and my views
from those of the many liberal and

progressive people on our campus
is that I believe individuals can
choose how best to spend the money
they earn. I don't want the govern
ment to choose what to do with my
money. The tea bag represents the
courage of free individuals to voice
their opposition against an oppres
sive government.
The current administration,
like most since Woodrow Wilson's,
besides those of a handsome actor
or general here or there, have used
welfare, taxes and the "common
good" as justifications to redistrib
ute the wealth, while simultane
ously handing out illegal no-bid
contracts to friends and family.
Barack Obama discussed the
merits of such progressive ideas.
"The Supreme Court never ventured
into the issues of redistribution of
wealth and sort of more basic issues
of political and economic justice...
[the Warren Court] didn't break
free from the essential constraints
that were placed by the Found
ing Fathers in the Constitution, at

In order for the Chargers to
stay in San Diego, they need the
support of their fans and commu
nity. They also need more players
for the fans to love. Antonio Gates
and Darren Sproles are the types
of players the Chargers need. They
give a more-than-asked-for effort
each time they step onto the field
and play with more heart than most
of the well-known players.
San Diego needs the Chargers
to stay. But, they also need a reason
to be excited for Sunday football.

least as it's been interpreted...[they
never said] what the federal...or the
state government must do on your
behalf."
Does this align with the
wisdom of the Declaration of Inde
pendence? Is it the government's
right to do with your money as it
pleases? Jefferson clearly wrote,
"We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalien
able rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap
piness." It is the right of every in
dividual to physically manifest the
properties he or she has been given
and to pursue those gifts with the
intention of happiness.
The only responsibility of the
government is to make sure that
these rights are not infringed upon
by others. Government is not meant
to validate the notion of higher
taxes and redistribution of wealth
that progressives have become so
addicted to.

Letters to the Editor
The Vista encourages let
ters to the editor and com
mentary from students,
faculty, staff, administra
tion and the community.
Letters and commentaries
should be sent to letters*®
usdvista.com. They will
go directly to the editorin-chief and the opinion
editor.
Correspondance should be
limited to 300 words and
must include verifiable
contact information. Letter
content is subject to edit
ing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish
anonymous letters, those
addressed to a third party
or letters in poor taste.
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Fred Phelps, free speech and the value of intelligent pluralism
CHASE FITE
•STAFF WRITER

The United States has always
been regarded as the land of the
free. One of the freedoms seen
as central to that sentiment is the
freedom of speech. Our nation
has had a long history of trying to
find a means of allowing freedom
of speech while still trying to find
ways to serve our security inter
ests. Consider the Alien and Se
dition Acts of 1798, which were
meant to curb voices critical of
the Adams administration.
At the end of all arguments
against certain forms of speech
are national security interests;
this is no different for instances of

hate speech. The very of freedom
of speech requires us to ask the
question, can speech go too far?
The Supreme Court has held
that unless you incite violence
or defame another, your speech
is protected. But where does
this leave views such as those
of Fred Phelps and the Westboro
Baptist Church? They argue
that "God hates fags and fag
enablers." Phelps recently made
a visit to San Diego to lead a
protest protest against some local
evangelical churches, schools
and several Jewish centers. His
presence sparked many people to
counter-protest; many argued that
Phelps and the Westboro church
should not be able to spread their

ideas. Have they crossed a line of
acceptability?
America is based on a plural
ism that entertains diverse ideas,
identities and ideologies. I some
times wonder if our society can
even handle a fully open space of
discourse free from censorship.
A free society is one where all
ideas can be thrown about, where
all arguments may be analyzed
based on their merits and war
rants rather than the instinctual
emotional response that incite.
Fred Phelps is a horrendous
person. However, this does not
mean we should not listen to his
argument and its reasoning. The
only true way to combat hate
speech and offensive discourse is

to engage it in public discourse, to
debate it. Only by understanding
the reasoning behind a mode of
thinking can we challenge it. Fred
Phelps uses the Bible to justify
his ideas, so it makes sense to try
and challenge his line of thinking
and see whether the Bible really
justifies his views.
Censorship does nothing but
empower the ideas and rhetoric it
seeks to silence. Censorship gives
power to the words and legiti
macy to the ideas that it wishes to
suppress. The taboo drives desire;
anyone can see this with underage
drinking and even nuclear deter
rence. Only with a true pluralism,
where all ideas can be judged by
their merits, can we hope to fi-

Why "That Girl" can be as bad as "That Guy
JOHNNY BOBE
fiUFST WRITFR

Who am I kidding? I'm no
bar veteran. I have only been 21
for two months now. I'm just a
fun loving guy trying to enjoy
my senior year on those magical
Thursday evenings at our beloved
Beachcomber. Yet for some reason,
this is not always the case. More
often then not, "that girl" always
seems to put herself directly in my
path.
I don't know exactly why
"that girl" seems to flock my way,
but perhaps it's because all those
"good girls" at the bar are sup
posedly dealing with the antics of
"that guy," effectively leaving "that
girl" alone and unhindered to prey
on the likes of me. With that said,
I would like to shed light on some

M

observations I have made about
those who, whether consciously
or subconsciously, exhibit the ac
tions, habits and characteristics of
the ever-so-real "that girl."
So raise your glasses high and
let's give a cheer to "that girl."
Here's to "that girl," who
walks up to you, trips over her
ego-elevating, unnecessarily high
heels, and head-butts you in the
chin while showering you with a
fruity citrus concoction that bums
the eyes.
Here's to "that girl," who
stumbles up to you and says, "I re
member you. You're that cute guy
from [insert random placej," even
though you clearly have never
met this girl in your life. Still, she
swears you two were always meant
to be friends. Kissing you sloppily
on the cheek, pressing her breasts

against your body, she then yells,
"SHOTS! Let's take shots!"
Here's to "that girl" who's
fully expecting you to buy those
drinks. And here's to her friends
who cheer you on, fully expecting
you to buy them shots too.
Here's to peering down into
that empty double shot glass, fully
realizing the bitterness that double
standards leave in your mouth.
Here's to being blackmailed
into buying all those shots, be
cause if you hadn't, "that girl" and
all her friends would have started
the largest smear campaign against
you, making you look like "that
guy"
Here's to "that girl" who, after
using and abusing you, takes a
"must have" picture with you, only
to move on to the next guy, leaving
you drunk and broke.

>5

Here's to "that girl" 45 min
utes later, coming back up to you
and starting the process all over
again.
And here's to "that girl" who,
at the end of the night, is making
out with the guy she came in with,
but failed to mention, at the other
end of the bar.
Here's to that guy, who gets to
take this lovely girl home already
liquored up free of charge.
Intoxicated behavior, whether
for better or worse, is androgynous.
Jillian Anthony, in last week's
"Grinding My Gears," berated
androgynous intoxicated behavior
through the lens of "that guy."
But similar behavior can also
be demonstrated in the opposite
sex. When it all boils down, nei
ther males nor females can escape
the effects of alcohol.

nally challenge hate and prove its
irrationality.
Dialectical conflicts provide
a means of redefinition and re
creation of society and mindsets.
When there is a conversational
space where ideologies clash,
that space can provide a means
to challenge and transform truth.
At the very least, listening allows
for contemplation, providing an
opportunity to refine our own po
sitions and consider in relations
to others with which we may dis
agree. The only way to facilitate
the resolution of ideological con
flicts is in an open forum. As Mao
Tse-Tung said, "Let a thousand
flowers bloom, a hundred schools
of thought contend."

Attention
Writers!
Are you interested in journal
ism? Do you have an opinion
about what is happening around
the country, the state, the city or
the campus?
If so, consider writing for
The Vista Opinion Section.
Come to the Vista Writers Meet
ing
Tuesday, 12:30 p.m.,SLP403 B
or contact Ryan Mulvey
rmulvey@usdvista.com

•PI

What is

law school?
A place where conwitjon is ranfbrced?
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Or more than that?
A place to team a broad repertoire of skills.

•n
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A rigorous curriculum in a supportive environment
An interaction of theory and practice.

mm

Explore the full potential of the law
in a school devoted to the big picture.

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL O F LAW
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Want to get your business or
event known at USD?

ADVERTISE WITH THE VISTA!
Competitive low pricing for
great local exposure
*On-Campus Organizations
receive a 20% discount on
advertising!!!

WELCOME TO ALL NEW AND RETURNING USD STUDENTS!
SnroN in MILITARY SCIENCE! Find out mora about L1AM8SM#, OfFlCfftSMtf
and SCHOLARSHIP
Call«^*260*7920, email wamo»»*mdfc<)<>xflm
m* Jbft«<r!S?»»s Ar«nvi At -

Contact Melissa Hines at
mhines@usdvista.com

1

CALLING ALL
MARKETING AND BUSINESS
MAJORS/MINORS!!!

HAZARD (INTER 7Ji

f

Work as an
Advertising Assistant for
The Vista Publication
Receive 7% commission,
gain real-life experience,
and build your resume!
mum ana k jt tie huiid mnwnoiiiT sm.mus in hues omnia
Contact Melissa Hines at mhines@usdvista.com

ENTER TO WIN A $300 GIFT PACKAGE.
VISIT www.HazardCenter.com/profriolion
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New faces on floor should help USD this season
CHRISTOPHER HANNEKE
STAFF WRITFR

College
Town, USA

I am a firm believer that
the University of San Diego is a
great school. I love it here, and
I am proud to be a Torero. I ap
preciate everything here from
the faculty-student interaction
to the campus that looks like an
all-inclusive resort.
This past weekend I got
out of the USD bubble world
and ventured to the Lone Star
state. What I can conclude about
Austin, Texas is what people
have concluded about the NBA:
It's Where Amazing Happens.
Besides the unique Austin
culture, the amazing night
life, the remarkable food ( Rio
Grande Restaurant) and amaz
ing hospitality we received in
Austin, I was in awe and envied
the support the Long Horns
garner there.
Everywhere I looked in
Austin my eyes were met with
that warm burnt orange color.
Every street I walked down
people proudly sported their
Long Horn apparel. Every res
taurant I was in was like going
to a Long Horns memorabilia
store.
Coming from Canada and
studying at USD, I have never
experienced this type of infatu
ation and love for a college team
before. Although a volleyball
game may not be the most popu
lar spectator sport, more people
attend a UT volleyball game
than our most popular sport on
campus: basketball.
Just watching Colt McCoy
and the Horns beat up Oklahoma
State while being at a bar was
comparable to watching USDGonzaga...live. The fact that
watching a game on television at
a pub provided for just as much
energy of the so-called "big
gest game of the year" here at
USD made me disappointed in
our school spirit but also made
me realize the gift of collegiate
athletics.
What puzzles me about
USD is how everyone enjoys
going to the USD-State game or
the USD-Gonzaga game. I have
never talked to a student here
who has not had a phenomenal
time at one of these events when
the JCP is full and our twoperson band is playing classic
college basketball anthems.
But no one will ever attend
USD-Santa Clara games, which
are really more important games
for the standings than the Gonzaga contests.
Why is this?
Wouldn't it be fun if every game
was a sellout? Would it not be
fresh to mix it up and go to the
JCP on a Thursday before you
went to the same bar for the
thousandth time talking to the
same people about the same
mundane subject?
Maybe it takes a trip to
Austin to realize the gift and
potential USD athletics has.
Until then, when fall 2010 rolls
around, 1 hope to be throwing
up my horns at Darrell K Royal
Stadium.

Sports Co-Editors: Ryan Sidhoo & Morgan Payne
rsidhoo@usdvista.com
mpayne@usdvista.com

Hold on to your seats hoops
fans; the new season is just around
the corner. After a scrimmage
Saturday against Occidental, the
Toreros tip-off their 2009-2010
campaign next Friday against
Stanford. After a disappointing
2008-2009 season, the new-look
Toreros hope to find success with
a bevy of young talent poised to
make an immediate impact on the
team. Here is a list of the fresh
faces that you may want to accli
mate yourself with before the new
season begins.

Rafael Cresencio #31
The 6'9" junior transfer from
Arizona Western Junior College
joins the team and looks to add
support in the paint after USD's alltime leading scorer, Gyno Pomare,
graduated following last season.
Last year for Arizona Western JC,
Cresencio shot 55 percent from
the field and helped lead the team
to the Arizona Community Col
lege Athletic Conference champi
onship. He should provide inside
help for fellow Brazilian Roberto
Mafra.

Patrick McCollum #5
The 6'2" guard led San Diego
High School to the 2008 CIF San
Diego Section Division I Cham
pionship last year as a senior. As
a freshman this year, this combo
guard looks to provide help for
Brandon Johnson at point guard
and offer some much needed
backup at the position. Coach

ferring from Shasta Junior College
where he was awarded a spot on
the All-Golden Valley Conference
Team. He will look to accustom
himself to Division-I basketball in
order to fight for a spot next year.

Bill Grier praised his "scoring
instincts" as well as his ability
to "[find] guys and his knack for
knifing through traffic" in ESPN's
annual Blue Ribbon Report.

Chris Manresa #34
The 6'8" forward is a highly
acclaimed freshman out of Tesoro
High School in Les Flores, Calif.
He looks to help fill the spot re
cently left vacant by Rob Jones,
who transferred to St. Mary's in
order to be closer to his home in
the Bay Area. Manresa's size will
provide a nice challenge for oppo
nents but his surprising athleticism
and shooting ability make him a
multi-dimensional threat. He is
only a freshman so there are sure
to be some growing pains, but look
for him to earn some valuable ex
perience as well as a good amount
of playing time off the bench.

Ken Rancifer #32
The 6'5" forward out of El
Cerrito High School in Oakland
Calif, does not bring the size that
Manresa brings to the position, but
he has incredible athletic ability to
make up for it as he too hopes to
step into Rob Jones' shoes. As an
all-conference pick, Rancifer will
not have much time to adapt to
college ball as he is likely to see
a lot of time to start out his USD
career. Rancifer makes the Toreros
that much deeper as he can play
the wing position and maybe even
a bit of post if Grier goes for a
small speedier lineup.

Cameron Miles #4
The 6'1" freshman guard was
recruited by rivals such as Pepperdine and Santa Clara after being
named a McDonald's All-American nominee in his senior year at
Dallas Skyline HS, but chose to
attend USD. He was ranked #27
on Texashoop.com Top 100 Class
of 2009 and will compete for time
coming off of the bench in support
of Jackson and BJ along with McCollum.

Jordan Mackie #10
The 6'4" freshman was re
cruited by the likes of UCLA
and Santa Clara before deciding
to become a Torero. The guard
earned second team all-Los An
geles honors in his senior year.
ESPN's Blue Ribbon report
praises his "above-the-rim style
of play" which he will need to
utilize in order to stand out among
the talented group of guards in the
Torero backcourt.

Paolo Mancasola #24
The 6'1" sophomore is ineli
gible for play this year after trans-

Kyle Erickson #0
6'0" freshman point guard
is likely to redshirt this year. He
was team captain in his junior and
senior seasons of high school, but
he is slightly undersized and will
likely work to get stronger in order
to compete for a spot next year.

Mitch Woolpert #2
As a walk-on last year, the
sophomore was redshirted, making
this the first year of eligibility for
the 6'3" wing. He will look to earn
time, though the stiff competition
at the position will likely limit the
amount of minutes he will see on
the court.
The Toreros are full of new
names this year, but the veteran
leadership of Brandon Johnson
and De'Jon Jackson will be a
major x- factor in the success of
this team. Also, if Manresa can
help Center Roberto Mafra on the
glass, the Toreros can do some
damage in the WCC. If these new
additions mature throughout the
season, they have all of the po
tential in the world to make some
noise in the WCC. Let another
exciting year of basketball begin.
The Toreros open up their season
agianst Standford at the JCP next
Saturday.

Toreronation: A website where USD athletics lives
TYLER FICK
STAFF WRITFR

We here at the USD Vista
make it our priority to bring you
the latest in sports news from our
fine athletic teams. When there's
a big game, you'll hear about it.
When it's time to support a team
as they enter into playoffs, you'll
know. This is unfortunately as far
as our reach extends. The fact re
mains that as much as we'd like to
be, we simply can't be everywhere
all the time. We know how much
this concerns you as a fan, but
you can now rest easy. There is
hope, and it goes by the name of
Toreronation.com.
This site came to our attention
only about a week ago, and though
its following is small, it is faithful.
And there is room to expand. The
website is independently run and
features open discussion forums
for subscribers to gossip about the
latest goings on in the USD ath
letic department, or just to learn

about the latest in USD athletic
news. There is a discussion forum
for every NCAA team here on
campus, and the posts range from
informative news links about a
USD alum like Brian Matusz, to a
die-hard Torero fan ranting about
a loss, to a new high profile recruit
that will be attending USD in the
near future. If you love a sport,
chances are there's something
here for you.
Take the discussion on Dennis
Kramer for example. Know who
he is? Neither did we until this
site came along. Kramer is a 6'5"
beast on the basketball court, and
he'll be here wearing Torero blue
come the 2010 basketball season.
If stalking recruits isn't your
thing, than how about a more prac
tical forum where you can pick up
tickets to upcoming events here
in SD? Need a last minute ticket
swap before the Chargers game?
Chances are this site can be of
some help. There's a forum dedi
cated entirely to ticket swapping.
Or how about pre-season

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

USD fans can debate and discuss all the latest Torero sports news
online at Toreronation.com.

polls? There's a dozen of them
out there for pretty much every
team we've got, and as a fan it's
pertinent to know where your
team stands.
The point is this site bleeds

Torero blue. So, the next time you
need to let out some rage over a
loss, grab a ticket just in time for
the game or just be up to date on
everything Toreros, give this site a
try. Toreronation .corn's got it all.
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USD volleyball tricks LMU Lions on Halloween night
MIKE FERRARO
STAFF WRITFR

While many people were pre
paring their children for a night of
trick-or-treating, or getting their
favorite costume ready for a big
party on Halloween, the USD
Women's volleyball team was
busy sweeping the Loyola Marymount Lions in a 3-0 victory.
With the win, the Toreros im
proved their record to 15-5 overall
and 7-2 in West Coast Conference
play. Some might say that the girls
had a slight chip on their shoulder
and took some pent up aggression
out on the Lions from their previ
ous loss to Pepperdine the match
before.
"The game against Pepperdine
was sort of a wakeup call," stated
senior middle-hitter Torey Ellick.
"We realized that we need to take
a step back, evaluate our approach
and focus on improvement. I be
lieve that is the reason we were so
successful against LMU."

Men's soccer cruises
to another road win

Junior right-side Ali Troost
seemed to agree with Ellick show
ing in a stellar performance with
her double-digit number of 12
kills on 22 swings.
Troost started off the first set
of the match with a kill from a
set by junior Kelsi Myers. Soon
after a 5-0 run by the Lions, the
Toreros got the momentum back
with a 10-1 run leading the way to
a 25-16 win.
In the second set, things were
even for a while until a big kill
from junior outside hitter Colleen
Carlson ignited a 6-2 run. This
momentum was enough to bring
the Toreros to a 25-17 win and into
the third set with enough confi
dence to finish the Lions off. Sure
enough, after the third set was tied
19-19, another 6-2 run paved the
way for the sweep.
Kelsi Myers, Colleen Carlson
and freshman outside hitter Carrie
Baird all contributed with eight
kills in the match. Myers also
ended up with 29 assists, while
senior libero Kayleen Webster

SPORTS C0-FDIT0R

m
had 12 digs and freshman outside
hitter Amber Tatsch added 10 digs
to the arsenal.
The Toreros, who are now
ranked 19th in the nation, do not
have the easiest road in front of
them the rest of the way.
"The next two weeks we are
on the road and they are huge
matches," said Torey Ellick about
the future of the season. "We have

Saint Mary's coming up which is
a big match. The last part of the
season is going be just as competi
tive as the first, so a victory over
the Gaels would be huge."
With a challenging schedule
in front of them, there is no doubt
in the minds of the USD women's
volleyball team that they will
achieve nothing short of victory
the rest of the way.

The JCP: where amazing happens

STAFF WRITERS

BRANDON JOHNSON

sSTAFF WRITER

Throughout the years I
have played with and against
some amazing players. My
journey has been one filled
with opportunities and new ex
periences that have changed me
in ways that I never expected.
Although the entire experience
of playing basketball for the
Toreros is memorable in itself,
I must say that one of the most
memorable moments in my life
both on and off the court would
have to be the West Coast Con
ference Tournament champion
ship game played at home in
the Jenny Craig Pavilion.
There are many reasons as
to why that game was memo
rable but to start off I would
say it was memorable for the
school as a whole because the

entire time that I had been at USD,
we had never gotten that close
to being champions; we would
always lose in the earlier rounds of
the tournament and then strive to
get better for the next year. And of
course Gonzaga is one of our big
gest rivals, so playing them for the
championship on our home court
with both of our fans screaming
from the stands was an unbeliev
able experience
The moment that sticks out the
most for me in the entire game was
the last minute. It is the most cru
cial moment because both teams
get more determined towards the
end of the game. 1 felt my heart
beat in my chest as I looked up
at the clock and realized that we
could do it, we could be champi
ons. This was the most agonizing
yet adrenaline-pumping moment
in my life. And when the buzzer
went off and we had won, 69-62,
and the hundreds of students and

fans rushed the court to celebrate
with us, my heart just dropped
with joy. It was an unbelievable
moment for the school and for
me personally.
Beating Gonzaga was a
great moment and the fact that I
was MVP was like the icing on
the cake, a great night all-around.
At that point in time our team had
come together as a cohesive team,
we were able to work together
and stay positive throughout the
game. In the end it showed be
cause we came out on top.
That feeling is one that I
would like to have again at the
end of this season. If my team
mates and I work hard to become
a cohesive whole then there is no
telling what we can accomplish
this year. But I do know that I
will work harder than ever before
to make sure that I leave San
Diego with another WCC trophy
behind me.

Turning my swag on: my look at walk up music
JAMES MEADOR

STAFF WRITER

Walk out songs have
become the main tool in which
a baseball player can show
their individuality in a very
team-oriented sport. This is the
time where a player can pump
himself up before an at bat or
a few minutes where a pitcher
can bring the fans into the game
while he is warming up.
Walk out songs work like
this; it's just like basketball or
any other sport where music is
played to involve the crowd or
liven up a situation. Everyone
knows that baseball games can
get kind of slow and need all the
help they can get to entertain the
crowd. Therefore, each player
has the opportunity to show off

Donaghy
tells all

COURTESY USD MEDIA RELATIONS

Junior Ali Troost had 12 kills on 22 swings in the win over the Lions.

Torero Diaries: Sports and beyond

CHRISTINE MOCK &
HALLIE HUSTON

The men's soccer team de
feated the University of San Fran
cisco Dons on Friday night in the
Bay Area. The boys defeated the
Dons 3 to 1, bringing their road
win streak to five in a row. This
was a monumental win for the To
reros as the Dons are the defend
ing conference champions.
Senior captain Sam Reeder
got the Toreros off to a great start
after he found the net in the 37th
minute of play. He received a
pass from forward Stephen Posa
and headed it into the goal for a
1-0 lead just before the first half
came to an end.
The Toreros rode this mo
mentum into the second half
and found the net once again
in the 58th minute of action.
Forward Andrew Feld scored from
25 yards out after James Cohn
won the ball in the midfield and
found Feld for the second goal.
The Toreros were not done
flexing their muscle and show
ing that they are this year's WCC
favorites. The men were able
to score a third goal in the 76th
minute with a shot from standout
senior forward JT Howlan.
Howlan's goal put the fin
ishing touches on the game as
USD cruised to a comfortable
3-1 win over the defending WCC
champions. The University of San
Francisco did find the net one time
in the 78th minute, but it would
prove to be too little too late for
the Dons.
Senior goalkeeper Kelin Briones did work on the day with six
saves and helped the Toreros earn
the win.
Head Coach Seamus McFadden has to be pleased with
the win against USF, as this
shows the Toreros are ready to
contend and make a push for
the NCAA tournament this year.
"It's always great to get a
win against USF because they
are a tough opponent," Captain
Sam Reeder said. "This is my
fifth season at USD and it will be
very nice to end my career here as
WCC champions."
The men continue their jour
ney to WCC dominance when they
play again this Friday against the
University of Portland on campus
at Torero Stadium. Tickets can be
picked up at the JCP box office.

MORGAN PAYNE

his personality with any genre or
type of song he desires. A walk
out song for a hitter usually lasts
for about 20 seconds, so you have
to pick your song wisely. Some
hitters go for the, "I'm a stud"
walk outs, some go for songs
that are humorous, others go with
hard rock and some get chicks to
groove a little in the stands; all
five Missions A girls that make it
to our games on a Saturday after
noon.
Then there are the pitchers
who pick their songs with a little
different criteria. Their songs play
as they take the mound for the
first time and begin warming up,
sometimes having their song play
through its entirety. I like pitcher
walk outs because they have a
little more leeway with their songs
and the ability to pick a song that
doesn't just end in a few seconds

and can catch the attention of the
crowd numerous times.
Personally I have picked the
exact same kind of songs over the
past couple years. Being a hitter
I went with the, "I think I'm
better then I am" walk outs. Rap
songs that show extreme confi
dence in one's self and get me
to a level where I think I can't
be stopped. My sophomore year
I chose an instrumental song by
C-Murda that had a great beat
and fired me up. Then my junior
year I walked out to "Still Dre"
by Dr. Dre. That was my favor
ite walk out song so far, but this
year should be interesting. I'm
not sure what style I'm going
to do but I might mix it up for
my senior year. I might have to
do something that involves the
crowd a little more but also gets
my blood pumping.

Illegal gambling and in
sider information are nothing
new to the sporting world. Tim
Donaghy, the disgraced former
NBA referee, knows this all too
well. He was released Wednes
day from prison after serving a
15-month sentence for provid
ing insider information on NBA
games in exchange for thousands
of dollars.
In his tell-all book "Blow
ing the Whistle" Donaghy offers
the readers a glimpse into the life
of a shady NBA referee. While
the book is no longer being pub
lished due to liability issues with
publishing companies, some ex
cerpts have been leaked.
Among other indiscretions
Donaghy describes, he admits
to favoring stars, offering in
sider information to bookies and
gambling on the games he was
working.
Donaghy also sheds light
on how often his fellow referees
alter games. His accounts make
it seem as though every game is
dripping with ulterior motives
and there is not one game not
tainted in some way.
In the few excerpts from the
book that can be found online,
Donaghy mentions longtime
NBA referee Dick Baveta as a
particularly unsavory offender.
"Studying
under
Dick
Bavetta for 13 years was like
pursuing a graduate degree in
advanced game manipulation."
Donaghy said.
The question that arises out
of this is should we really be so
surprised?
For example, the NBA and
other professional leagues have
always maintained there is no
such thing as a make-up call.
However, there are countless
instances in every game that
would suggest otherwise. A
team will often benefit from an
inexplicable call immediately
following a blatantly poor call
against them. Donaghy asserts
this happens with the regularity
we, as fans, have been suspi
cious of all along.
This incident of poor dis
cretion is certainly not isolated
to the NBA. It would be naive
to believe that all referees in all
sports are moral individuals with
no hidden agendas or personal
bias.
This type of activity occurs
in all leagues at all levels. It is
just as much a part of the game
as stealing signs in baseball or
eye gouging a player under the
pile in football is.
While I certainly do not sup
port referees that intentionally
alter the outcomes of games, I do
not see how it can be monitored
or stopped. If it happens to every
team in every sport then why
get so upset about it? The same
people that are acting so appalled
over Donaghy's admissions
are the same people supporting
athletes who have connections
to drug trafficking, dog fighting
rings and murder.
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Bill and Brandon weigh in on upcoming season
TYLER WILSON
STAFF WRITFR

The USD men's basketball team looks
to improve on a 16-16 campaign which
fell short of the high expectations set by
the season before. The 2007-2008 season
was magical for the Toreros and first year
head-coach Bill Grier. Beating Gonzaga in
the WCC Tournament championship and
then beating powerhouse Connecticut in
the NCAA first-round put USD basketball
on the map. But last season the Toreros,
plagued by Brandon Johnson's seasonending injury, could not meet the high stan
dards set by the previous season's success.
This season the Toreros look to capitalize on
their experience and depth to make it even
more magical than two seasons ago.
Brandon Johnson, the starting point
guard for the Toreros, suffered a season
ending injury last year, rupturing his left
Achilles tendon against San Diego State
in only the eighth game of the year. After
the injury, the season never escalated to the
heights of the year before, remaining at a
mediocre .500. However, Brandon John
son received the news that he was granted
a medical redshirt for his inured season,
which meant that he would have one more
year to play at USD.
"When they said I was approved of my
fifth year to finish my collegiate career at
USD, my year had already become special,"
said Brandon Johnson when asked how he
would make his last year at USD memo
rable.
Johnson already has a memorable
moment from this season even before it has
started, as he was named to the ten-man pre
season WCC All-Conference team.
Johnson's leadership will be a valu
able asset to the Toreros this season. Bill
Grier, head coach for the Toreros, loves the
chances his team has to win with Brandon
back in the lineup.
"When Brandon does get to full strength
(he's not quite there yet), he has great speed
and quickness that can break down a de
fense. He plays with a confident swagger
which instills confidence in our team and he

COURTESY OF USD MEDIA RELATIONS

ABOVE: The 2009 USD men's Toreros basketball team. The team is led by fifth year
senior point guard Brandon Johnson and senior combo guard De'Jon Jackson. Third
year head coach Bill Grier hopes to bring the Toreros back to the NCAA tournament
this season. RIGHT: Brandon Johnson handles the rock last season in a win over
Nevada.

plays with a passion for the game which is
infectious," Coach Grier said.
The Toreros also welcome seven new
players this season: five freshman, one
junior college transfer and one Division 1
transfer. The freshmen include 6' 1" guard
Cameron Miles from Dallas, Texas, 6'2"
guard Patrick McCollum from Tacoma,
Wash., 6'4" shooting guard Jordan Mackie
from Los Angeles, 6'5" small forward
Ken Rancifer from Oakland, Calif., and
6'8" power forward Chris Manresa from
Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif.. Rafael
Crescencio, a 6'9" post player from Ari
zona Western College in Yuma, transferred
to USD and joins Roberto Mafra as the only
other player originally from Brazil on the
team. Chris Gabriel, a 6'10" big man who
transferred from New Mexico State adds to
the international flair of the team as he is
originally from Cape Town, South Africa.
Unfortunately, Chris must sit out a year due
to NCAA transfer regulations.

"We have some very talented fresh
men, and some great seniors to add to the
mix," said Brandon Johnson about his
team's chances this year. "Coach did a great
job finding pieces to the puzzle to make the
team gel together this year."
These great seniors Brandon is talking
about are the key to the Toreros' success this
season. They are going to have big shoes to
fill, with the graduation of Gyno Pomare, a
three-time all WCC performer and USD's
all-time leading scorer, and the transferring
of Rob Jones to WCC rival Saint Mary's.
Senior Roberto Mafra and fifth year
senior Chris Lewis should have the ex
perience and talent to dominate the low
post. Senior De'Jon Jackson, the hero of
the NCAA tournament two years ago, will
add a much needed combination of athleti
cism and consistency to the team. Clinton
Houston, Matt Dorr and Devin Ginty are all
experienced and are great hustlers.
"Certainly we'll need Lewis and Hous-
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ton to be solid and consistent but the three
keys to our success are Roberto Mafra,
De'Jon Jackson and Matt Dorr," said Coach
Grier when asked about his returning play
ers.
Brandon Johnson noted that "the play
ers we lost and the guys that graduated are
dearly missed but I do feel that we can all
get on the same page and have a successful
season."
In order to be successful the Toreros
have to journey through an extremely tough
non-conference schedule.
The Toreros were picked to finish sixth
in the West Coast Conference pre-season
poll, but Brandon Johnson and the rest of
the team think they can prove the voters
wrong.
"I think we can go out and beat any
body who we step on the floor with. It will
take a lot of hard work and dedication but I
think we are capable of having a very good
season," said Brandon Johnson.

Upcorning Torero Games
vr

Football
Nov.7
Nov. 14

vs.Davidson
@Morehead State

1:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Men's Soccer
Nov. 8
Nov. 13
Nov. 15

vs.Gonzaga
@Saint Mary's
@ Santa Clara

1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

Women's Soccer
Nov.7

@ Portland

7:00 p.m.

Volleyball
Nov. 14
Nov. 19
Nov. 21

@Saint Mary's
vs .Portland
vs.Gonzaga

1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Want to write for the sports section?
Writers Meetings: Tuesdays 12:30 SLP 403B
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HOT

NOT

Ginobli bats bat

•

Ginobli gets rabies shot

Dale University

•

Eastern Indiana Univ.

Saturday nights

•

Sunday mornings

Chase Utley

•

Chase Budinger

Alexander the Great

•

Heart Break Lidge

Brett Favre

•

Cheeseheads

New Orleans Saints

•

New Orleans Hornets

Oregon Ducks

•

USC Trojans

Austin. Texas

•

Austin Daye

Dean Jackson

•

Kellen Damico

Tim Floyd the cop

•

Tim Floyd's honesty

Colbert's support

•

Speed Skating

Kevin Durant

•

Kevin Garnett

The Wild Frog

•

The Wild Cat

Chambers the Chief

•

Chambers the Charger

Good base running

•

Nobody covering third

USD soccer

•

USD fan support

